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1 Basics of the prequalification system 

1.1 Legal basis 

Sector Ordinance  

On the basis of the Sector Ordinance (hereinafter referred to as the SektVO), Deutsche Bahn 
AG and its affiliated companies (hereinafter referred to as DB AG) have established a 
qualification system within the meaning of Section 48 of the SektVO (hereinafter referred to as 
the PQ procedure) in the area of infrastructure procurement in order to determine the expertise 
and performance of companies and the absence of grounds for exclusion.  

Announcement of a Qualification Scheme – Sectors 

Every year, the EU Official Journals publishes notices of the existence of a qualification system 
for each category for which a qualification system has been established. 

Directory of prequalified companies 

After successful prequalification, the companies are included in a directory. This can be viewed 
at:  

https://db.de/pq 

1.2 Information and documents on the prequalification procedure 

Further documents on the prequalification procedure can also be viewed at: 

https://db.de/pq 

1.3 Categories with currently centrally implemented qualification systems 

1 Superstructure, conventional ballast 
2 General earthworks and civil engineering 
3 Construction services for cables 
4 Special foundation engineering 
5 Structural Engineering 
6 Security services 
7 Planning of structural facilities 
8 Construction supervision 
9 Planning of electrotechnical systems 
10 Planning of overhead line systems 
11 Overhead line systems 
12 Traction power lines new construction and conversion 
13 Point heaters 
14 DC-S-Bahn power systems 
15 Planning of control and safety technology 
In the aforementioned categories, companies are prequalified in the assigned product groups. 
Their content and assignment can  
 be found in  the "Special Rules of Procedure" in accordance with Section 6. 

https://db.de/pq
https://db.de/pq
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1.4 Participation in the prequalification procedure and obligation to pay 

Application for participation (hereinafter application) 

Companies can apply for prequalification at any time in one or more categories.  

Applications are considered to have been submitted as soon as the applicant's registration has 
been confirmed by Deutsche Bahn AG and the questionnaire for qualification has been sent to 
him. 

Applications must be submitted separately in the desired category and for each of the types of 
applications applicable in Sections 3.2 to 3.6 below.  

The prequalification procedure includes level 1 in accordance with section 3.2.1 and, as a rule, 
stage 2 in accordance with section 3.2.2. 

Registration  

Registration is carried out via the SMaRT supplier management system at: 
https://smart.noncd.db.de/ 
 
Existing suppliers proactively initiate new applications, such as requalification, replacement PQ 
with conditions and extension of prequalification with conditions, from their supplier profile in 
SMaRT. 
The system automatically differentiates between: 

• Qualification 
 Applications according to Points: 3.2, 3.3, 3.5 and 3.6 of these Rules of Procedure (new 
applicants for a category, for additional product group(s) in a category or an application 
to replace the prequalification "with conditions") 

• Requalification 
Applications according to Section: 3.4 of these Rules of Procedure 
 (applicants who wish to renew (extend) existing prequalifications in categories and 
associated product groups) 

Remuneration  

A fee is charged for participation in the PQ procedure. The amount of the fee and other 
provisions are regulated under Section 5 "Fees for the prequalification procedure".  

1.5 Prequalifying body 

The prequalifying body is: 

Deutsche Bahn AG 
Procurement Infrastructure Supplier Management, Prequalification and Quality Assurance  
Caroline-Michaelis-Str. 5 - 11 
10115 Berlin 
E-mail: LMPQ@deutschebahn.com  

https://smart.noncd.db.de/
mailto:LMPQ@deutschebahn.com
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2 Principles of prequalification 

(1) DB AG operates this PQ procedure for the award of contracts by Deutsche Bahn AG and its 
affiliated companies. The prequalification is carried out by Deutsche Bahn AG and also 
applies to the relationship between the applicants (hereinafter referred to as companies) 
and all companies of the DB Group. 

(2) This PQ procedure is conducted in German and according to German law to the exclusion 
of private international law. In the event of contradictions between the German and English 
versions of the Rules of Procedure as well as the questionnaires and associated evidence 
and reference documents, the German version in the currently valid version shall prevail. 

(3) Each interested and legally independent company must submit its own application; this also 
applies to companies of the DB Group. The application covers all legally non-independent 
business units (branches, etc.) of the applicant company. 

(4) The assessment depends solely on the company submitting the application. 

(5) Applications from companies that are affiliated with other companies under group law only 
apply to and in relation to the applicant companies.  

(6) Pursuant to Sections 48 (5) to (7) and 47 of the SektVO, companies can rely on the 
performance or competence of other companies. For further information on the procedure, 
please refer to Section 3.1 (10). 

The further requirements from the "Special Rules of Procedure" of the requested category 
remain unaffected. 

(7) Evidence from a subcontractor relationship (subcontractor of the main contractor) will be 
checked as part of the prequalification procedure, unless otherwise stipulated in the 
"Special Procedural Rules" of the categories. In addition, these proofs will only be 
evaluated if the services were provided entirely as own services. In this case, the 
corresponding reference evidence must be signed by the direct client (main contractor) and 
by the building owner. The prequalifying body reserves the right to request further 
declarations and confirmations of the provision of services. 

(8) The documents and evidence provided by the applicant will be treated confidentially by DB 
AG. For further information, see Section 2.10 of the Qualification Conditions – Supplier 
Qualification. 

(9) The results of the PQ procedure will apply to a future concrete selection of suitable 
applicants, cf. § 48 number (9) SektVO. 

(10) After completion of the PQ procedure, the applicant will be informed of the decision on the 
prequalification application.  

If the applicant is not prequalified, this will be done stating the reasons. If the 
prequalification is successful, the applicant will be included in a list of prequalified 
companies and will be informed about this.



 

 
 

Deutsche Bahn AG  Date of creation: 20.01.2026  
Rules of procedure for the prequalification system  Valid from: 26.01.2026  
Responsible for the content:  Version: 32 
Procurement Infrastructure Prequalification                    Page 7 of 78 
  
  

(11) DB AG reserves the right to review the company at any time in the course of the 
prequalification or during the period of validity of the prequalification with regard to the 
existence or continued existence of the suitability criteria assessed in the PQ procedure. 
This can be done, among other things, as part of an "on-site audit" or by written request.  

(12) The prequalification does not replace any technical certification that may be required. 

(13) In the examination of the company's applications, existing supplier evaluations of Deutsche 
Bahn AG can be included.  

(14) If an application is rejected or the prequalification is revoked, a new application can be 
submitted at the earliest 6 months after receipt of the rejection or revocation.  

(15) DB AG reserves the right to change the rules and regulations of the prequalification system 
and to obtain further information from the applicants as a result. 
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3 Prequalification - Procedure 

3.1 General 

(1) The processing and decision of the application is carried out in accordance with the 
standard deadlines according to § 48 of the SektVO.  

(2) The PQ procedure is usually carried out as a two-stage procedure according to the 
following explanations.  

(3) The company registers in accordance with Section 1.4 and, after successful registration, 
receives appropriate application documents (questionnaires, etc.) 

(4) The application documents for the respective type of procedure or stage of the procedure 
are generally made available to the applicant in electronic form. A notification will be sent by 
e-mail. This also applies to reminders, additional demands, etc. The documents processed 
by the applicant must be uploaded in accordance with the request for the procedure. 

(5) With the sending/provision of the respective application documents of stages 1 and 2, the 
applicant will be given a deadline to submit the requested questionnaires/declarations/ 
documents/etc. (hereinafter referred to as documents).  

(6) If documents have not been submitted by the set deadline, a grace period will be granted 
up to twice. If these deadlines also expire without result, the application will be decided on 
the basis of the available documents.  

(7) If documents have been submitted incompletely or implausibly, or if additions/clarifications 
to submitted documents are required, the corresponding documents/declarations will be 
requested/requested with a deadline. A grace period is granted up to twice. If these 
deadlines also expire without result, the application will be decided on the basis of the 
available documents.  

(8) Documents submitted after the set deadlines have expired can no longer be considered.  

(9) The processing period for the application shall be extended by at least the sum of the 
periods from the respective day of dispatch of the request/reminder/ 
additional request to the respective day of receipt of the required documents. 

(10) If companies cannot fully provide the proof of specialist knowledge required in the context 
of prequalification by means of references on their own, it is possible to make use of the 
necessary economic and financial capacity or the technical and professional competence of 
other companies. 

  
Companies that would like to participate in the prequalification process using the capacities 
of another company should inform the prequalifying body by e-mail to 
LMPQ@deutschebahn.com as a first step, before registering in SMaRT. 

 

(11) The following additional regulations apply to companies with the corporate or legal form 
"Unternehmergesellschaft (UG)". 

As part of the proof of financial capacity, proof of collateral or a minimum liability capital is 
required. 

Applicants who can neither prove personal liability nor have the required minimum liability 
capital of € 25,000 via the company's share capital or other subscribed capital or similar 
must alternatively prove that the required performance capacity is available in the 
aforementioned amount through one of the following collateral: 
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a.) Notarized declaration of liability by a third party under German law ("Harte Comfort 
Letter"). 

b.) Joint and several guarantee of a credit institution or insurer licensed in the European 
Economic Area under German law with waiver of the objection of advance action (Section 
771 of the German Civil Code) 

c.) Depositing money with a financial institution licensed in the European Economic Area in 
a blocked account that can be disposed of jointly by the respective client (Deutsche Bahn 
AG or an affiliated company) and the applicant ("And account"). 

d.) Formation of a GmbH with the aforementioned minimum liability capital 
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3.2 Prequalification in a category 

3.2.1 Stage 1 
(1) In the first stage, the applicant's basic suitability (expertise, performance) and the reasons 

for exclusion in accordance with Sections 123 -126 of the Act against Restraints of 
Competition (GWB) are examined and evaluated. 

(2) The application documents will be made available to the applicant in electronic form after 
confirmed registration. 

(3) In order to determine the suitability and the absence of grounds for exclusion pursuant to 
Sections 123-126 GWB, essential minimum requirements are examined in addition to basic 
requirements, the non-fulfilment of which leads to the rejection of the application, cf. Section 
6 "Special procedural rules" of the categories. 

(4) If Stage 1/Basic Questions is successfully completed, the application documents of Stage 2 
are usually made available to the applicant in electronic form. 

(5) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. 

3.2.2 Level 2 
(1) In the second stage, the in-depth examination of the expertise and performance for the 

category applied for and the product groups applied for in this category is carried out. 

(2) The subject of the verification and examination are, among other things, references, 
technical equipment, staffing and professional qualifications and other category- or product 
group-specific criteria. 

(3) Submitted references must be completed (acceptance made) at the time of application. 
References can also be accepted partial services. 

(4) The services provided by the submitted references are assessed by the client in the 
reference certificate with regard to the fulfilment of contractual requirements. This 
assessment does not include confirmation of the performance required for prequalification.  
If the assessment of the reference results in the status "fulfilled", the content review is 
continued without further evidence. If the assessment of the reference results in the status 
"not met", this reference is not recognized. If the assessment results in the status "partially 
fulfilled", further explanations/evidence (e.g. supplier evaluations) are used if necessary, 
which are suitable for evaluating the suitability-relevant statements of the reference.  

(5) The careful selection of references according to the subject matter of the application is the 
sole responsibility of the applicant. A decision will be made solely on the basis of the 
references submitted. 
If the submission of references has been completed by uploading to the transaction/product 
group, the applicant will receive an electronic confirmation of this. Additional references 
submitted can only be considered on the basis of a subsequent request by the prequalifying 
body. 
 

(6) References that have already led to the granting of a prequalification may not be used in a 
new assessment of expertise and performance. 

(7) In each category/product group, an approval committee consisting of experts from DB AG 
companies decides. The Admissions Committee may request additional documents and 
evidence if necessary for its decision-making. 

(8) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. Different regulations may apply in 
the respective categories. Detailed information can be found in the "Special Rules of 
Procedure" of the categories. 
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3.3 Completion of pre-qualifications in a category 

(1) Companies that are already prequalified in a product group in a category can initiate a 
request to add one or more product groups of this category from the supplier profile.  

(2) Companies that are prequalified in the product groups of a product group "with conditions" 
cannot usually apply for supplementation. 

(3) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. Different regulations may apply in 
the respective categories. Detailed information can be found in the "Special Rules of 
Procedure" of the categories. 

3.4 Requalification of an existing prequalification 

(1) As part of the requalification, a new assessment of the expertise, performance and the 
existence of reasons for exclusion in accordance with Sections 123 - 126 GWB is carried 
out on the basis of updated information (stage 1 and, if applicable, stage 2 of the 
procedure). 

(2) To this end, the company must prove that services have been provided for Deutsche Bahn 
AG in the respective category in the last 3 years. These can have been carried out both in a 
direct contract relationship and in a subcontractor relationship. 

(3) If the company has not provided any services for Deutsche Bahn AG in the respective PQ 
category within the specified period, but has provided comparable services for other clients, 
the prequalification will be extended. The company is expected to proactively participate in 
Deutsche Bahn AG awards. 

(4) If the aforementioned facts in accordance with section 3 are again present in the following 
application for requalification, the company must prove that participation in the competition 
has taken place with Deutsche Bahn AG for a final successful extension of the 
prequalification. Participation in the competition requires at least the submission of offers or 
applications to participate. 

If the company cannot prove participation, a prequalification with conditions will be issued. 

(5) If no performance in the respective category can be proven during the requalification, a 
prequalification with conditions will be issued immediately.  

(6) For the replacement of the prequalification with conditions, the process in accordance with 
Section 3.5.2 of the Rules of Procedure applies. 

(7) In order to maintain an existing prequalification, the prequalified company must submit an 
application for requalification at least 2 years before the end of the term of the existing 
prequalification. The applicant is solely responsible for the timely submission of the 
application.  

(8) If applications are submitted later or not, the prequalification ends. The company is 
removed from the list of prequalified companies. In this case, the applicant may submit a 
new application for prequalification in accordance with Section 3.2 et seq.  

(9) If the application for requalification has not been submitted, has not been submitted in due 
time or the requested requalification has been rejected, the proof of prequalification may not 
be used/presented in the course of business.  

(10) Supplier evaluations with the result "poor" can lead to a reassessment of the company's 
expertise and performance with a final decision on the continuation of the prequalification. 

(11) Requalifications of a prequalification granted in accordance with Section 3.5 "with 
conditions" are not possible. For the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions", 
an application must be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2. 
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(12) With a successful requalification, the prequalification is granted for another 4 years. 

(13) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. 

3.5 Prequalification "with conditions" 

3.5.1 Granting of a prequalification "with conditions" 

(1) Under certain conditions (e.g. new to the DB market; newly founded; ...) companies can 
obtain a prequalification "with conditions" after successfully passing stages 1 and 2 of the 
procedure. Detailed information and notes on prequalification "with conditions" can be 
found in the "Special Rules of Procedure" in Chapter 6 of the respective categories. The 
above and following provisions apply accordingly. 

(2) If the company's prequalification has been revoked for reasons in accordance with Section 
4.3 and a new application has been permitted, the company will be granted a 
prequalification "with conditions" after successful completion of the procedure. 

3.5.2 Replacement of prequalification "with conditions"  

(1) As part of the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions", an up-to-date 
assessment of the specialist knowledge, performance and the absence of reasons for 
exclusion in accordance with  
Sections 123 - 126 GWB will be carried out on the basis of updated information in stage 1 
and further evidence in stage 2 of the procedure.  

(2) In stage 2 of the procedure, references from the period of validity of the prequalification 
must be submitted. This must provide evidence of services in the prequalified product group 
that were provided for a DB Group company. Detailed information and notes on 
prequalification "with conditions" can be found in the "Special Rules of Procedure" in 
Chapter 6 of the respective categories. The redemption of the prequalification "with 
conditions" only takes place in the product group of the prequalification granted. 

(3) In order to replace a valid prequalification "with conditions", the prequalified company must 
submit an application to this effect at least 2 years before the end of the term of the existing 
prequalification "with conditions". The applicant is solely responsible for the timely 
submission of the application.  

(4) If the submission of references that meet the conditions set out in 3.5.2 (2) is not possible at 
the time of the 1st application for replacement, the prequalification "with conditions" can be 
extended once for a further 2 years under certain conditions. These can be found in the 
"Special Rules of Procedure" of the categories. 

(5) If applications are submitted later or not, the prequalification ends "with conditions". The 
company is removed from the list of prequalified companies. Applications received late will 
be rejected.  The applicant may  
submit a new application for qualification in accordance with section 3.2 et seq.  
at the earliest 6 months after the expiry of the deadline in accordance with section 3.5.2 (3).  

(6) If the application has not been submitted, has not been submitted in time or the application 
has been rejected, the proof of prequalification may not be used/presented in the course of 
business.  

(7) With a successful application, the prequalification "with conditions" will be replaced by a 
prequalification without conditions and will be granted for 4 years. For further information, 
see Section 3.4. 

(8) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. Different regulations may apply in 
the respective categories. Detailed information can be found in the "Special Rules of 
Procedure" of the categories. 
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3.6 Extension of an existing prequalification 

(1) In a category, prequalified companies generally have the option of extending their 
prequalification in this category to additional, higher-valued, services (product groups).  

(2) The extension of the prequalification requires the execution of references from  
DB AG in the corresponding extension stage and the successful completion of stages 1 and 
2 of the procedure.  
Relevant references and corresponding conditions for participation in the competition will be 
specifically pointed out by the tendering body of DB AG in the respective announcement text 
for the award.  

(3) The extension of the prequalification can be requested at any time during the term of the 
prequalification by submitting an application enclosing the supplier evaluation, hereinafter 
(5), as well as the "Call for Competition" (announcement).  

(4) After successful completion of the reference, in which the execution is usually carried out as 
the main contractor of DB AG, a supplier evaluation of  
DB AG is carried out. The supplier evaluation must have been completed with at least a 
result of "good". 

(5) An extension is not possible for companies that are prequalified "with conditions" in 
accordance with Section 3.5. 

(6) The above and following provisions apply accordingly. Detailed information can be found in 
the "Special Rules of Procedure" of the categories. 
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4 Prequalification - period of validity, obligations and 
requirements for obtaining, maintaining and excluding it under 
procurement law 

4.1 Validity period of the prequalification 

(1) The prequalification granted is valid for 4 years, subject to the timely and successful 
requalification in accordance with the provisions of Section 3.4 or the timely application and 
successful replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 3.5. 

(2) In the case of an "extension" according to section 3.6 and "supplement" according to 
section 3.3 of an existing prequalification, the term of the prequalification will be adjusted to 
the term of the last prequalification granted. 

4.2 Obligations during the prequalification procedure and the duration of the 
prequalification 

(1) If there are any significant changes to the information provided by the applicant in the 
course of the prequalification or during the period of validity of the prequalification, the 
applicant is obliged to inform DB AG of these without delay. The following changes in the 
company of the applicant or the obligated company, § 48 number (7) SektVO, are 
considered material: 

 Company name 

 Mergers with other companies 

 Surrender of the resources/parts of the company that are essential for prequalification 

 Legal form 

 Ownership 

 Company Registrations 

 Company locations 

 Information on expertise and performance 

 Minimum personnel requirements (number and qualifications) in accordance with the 
"Special Rules of Procedure" of the categories. 

 Exclusion criteria under public procurement law according to Section 4.3 (2) 

(2) Changes in accordance with (1) must be notified without being asked to do so via the e-mail 
address LMPQ@deutschebahn.com and must be substantiated in an appropriate form 
(current chronological excerpt from the commercial register, informal presentation of the 
changes or information on the transfer of the prequalification). This also includes updating 
your master data in the SMaRT system. The prequalifying body reserves the right to 
request an update of the basic level in order to determine the continuing suitability in 
accordance with Section 3.4.  

(3) If changes in accordance with (1) are not communicated or are communicated late and the 
prequalifying body is aware of changes, this can lead to the rejection of the application or 
the cancellation of the prequalification. 

 

mailto:LMPQ@deutschebahn.com
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4.3 Justified doubts about the expertise or performance of the company, reasons for 
exclusion 

(1) DB AG reserves the right to reject the application(s) in justified individual cases or to revoke 
prequalification(s) that have already been granted or to request the applicant to submit 
documents again. This applies in particular if significant changes to the prequalification 
requirements (Section 4.2) have not been communicated or have not been communicated 
immediately, or if there are reasonable doubts as to the company's expertise or 
performance as a supplier to DB, or if one of the circumstances specified in Section 4.3 (2) 
arises. The same applies to any obligated company on which the company relies for its 
prequalification. 

(2) Reasons for exclusion under public procurement law  

At any point in the procedure and during the period of validity of the prequalification, 
reasons for exclusion under Section 123 GWB and/or Section 124 GWB may lead to the 
immediate exclusion of the company from the PQ procedure/to the cancellation of the 
prequalification. 

The same applies to any obligated company on which the company relies for its 
prequalification. 

The examination of an exclusion from the PQ procedure or a revocation of the 
prequalification also includes the declarations, including the concepts and evidence of any 
self-cleaning initiated by the company in accordance with Section 125 GWB.  

If there are grounds for exclusion pursuant to Sections 123 et seq. GWB, DB AG has the 
right to suspend the prequalification or its application for the period of the examination of 
the self-cleaning measures. The prerequisite for this is that the company undertakes in 
writing to DB AG to take suitable and sufficient self-cleaning measures and to carry them 
out within a specified reasonable period of time. If DB AG notifies the company of the 
suspension of the prequalification, the company may no longer use the prequalification 
certificates in business transactions from the aforementioned date and until sufficient self-
cleaning measures have been provided.  The company will be removed from the list of 
prequalified companies for this period. 
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5  Fees for the prequalification procedure 

5.1 Basics 

(1) The applicant pays a fee for the implementation of the prequalification procedure, for initial 
and subsequent applications for prequalification including applications for requalification 
etc.  

(2) The corresponding fee in accordance with Section 5.2 is due after the application has been 
submitted. 

(3) Applications for admission to the qualification system or further applications are considered 
to have been submitted as soon as the applicant's registration has been confirmed and the 
qualification questionnaire has been sent to him. 

(4) Upon request to this effect by DB AG (invoice), the fee shall be paid in full. If no or no full 
payment is proven within the payment period, the application will be rejected without further 
examination of the content.   

(5) A claim for repayment of the fee is excluded. 

(6) An entitlement to the granting of the prequalification does not arise from the payment of the 
remuneration. 

(7) The amount of the remuneration (net) is determined according to the remuneration table in 
accordance with Section 5.2 plus the statutory value added tax. 

5.2 Salary table 

  Net remuneration excluding VAT [€] 

Category  Initial application;  
Extension / Supplement; 

Replacement of 
prequalification with 

conditions 

Requalification (extension 
of an existing 

prequalification) 

Construction services for infrastructure facilities 
Superstructure (conventional ballast) 980,00 450,00 
General earthworks and civil engineering 860,00 450,00 
Construction services for cables 860,00 450,00 
Special foundation engineering 905,00 450,00 
Structural Engineering 905,00 450,00 
Electrical systems 
Point heaters 905,00 450,00 
DC-S traction power systems 905,00 450,00 
Overhead line systems 742,00 450,00 
Traction power lines new construction and 
conversion 742,00 

450,00 

Planning and engineering services 
Construction supervision  684,00 450,00 
Planning of structural facilities 905,00 450,00 
Planning of electrotechnical systems 905,00 450,00 
Planning of overhead line systems 905,00 450,00 
Planning of control and safety technology 905,00 450,00 
Services 
Security services 684,00 450,00 
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6 Special procedural rules of the categories in the 
prequalification system 

These "Special Rules of Procedure" shall apply in the respective 
category "6.x" referred to below, in addition to the rules described 
in paragraphs 1 to 5. 

6.1  Superstructure, conventional - ballast 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  

-none- 

B Additional notes to Section 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References:  

(1) A prequalification can be obtained in the following 9 product groups: 

 Track Track Lines I; HGV/ express traffic > 160 km/h (HGV high-speed traffic) 

 superstructure of tracks lines I-S; S-Bahn 50 - 120 km/h (S-Bahn, including S-Bahn 
Berlin and Hamburg) 

 Track Track II; mixed traffic 121 - 160 km/h 

 Track III; regional traffic 50 - 120 km/h 

 Superstructure of switch lines I; high-speed traffic > 160 km/h (high-speed high-speed 
traffic) 

 superstructure switch lines I-S; S-Bahn 50 - 120 km/h (S-Bahn, including S-Bahn Berlin 
and Hamburg) 

 Superstructure of switch lines II; mixed traffic 121 - 160 km/h 

 Superstructure of switch lines III; regional traffic 50 - 120 km/h 

 Superstructure Repair (IS) Tracks/ Switches 

In doing so, the information under Section 6.1, C must be observed. 

(2) The category of superstructure, conventional ballast is divided into two product groups 
(PG),  

- Tracks and 
- Switches  

Divided with the corresponding routes I, I-S, II, III.  

Repair work is not assigned to the respective product group and routes and applies to 
tracks and points. 

(3) Only the "ballast superstructure" type is  prequalified. Projects that do not correspond to this 
type of construction, e.g. "slab track", will not be admitted to the evaluation. 

(4) Al references, it is preferable to choose those projects that have been carried out on behalf 
of the DB Group. If no references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of 
a DB Group company, it is generally possible to submit references from clients outside 
Deutsche Bahn AG that meet comparable requirements. 

(5) Only certificates of achievement (references) in which the achievements have been 
demonstrably provided for railways and other railways will be admitted for the evaluation.  
An "Operating and Construction Instruction (BETRA)" must be attached to the 
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corresponding reference. The comparability of the operating conditions with those of a 
federal railway must be deducible and is determined by the Licensing Committee. 

(6) In the references, the applicant must provide evidence of its own contributions. The 
applicant's own services are construction services to be carried out by  the applicant 
itself. 

The personal contributions listed below must be proven in the prequalification procedure for 
proof. Further achievements must be stated in the reference records and are also assessed 
in the overall context of the performance presentation. 

The lists of the complete assessable services are according to the respective reference 
certificates "Superstructure, conventional ballast" applicable to "Repair (IS) tracks / 
switches" or "Repair (IS) tracks/switches".  "Gleise" or "Weichen" for "Strecken ..." . 

Tracks, all routes, own contributions:  

Track construction (ballast superstructure) yoke by yoke or with individual materials,  

Installation of grade protection layer PSS (conventional / track-bound), measurement of the 
installation positions (target/actual comparison), interconnection work, plating and plating of 
level crossings (if part of the service). 

Points, all routes, own contributions: 

Switches (ballasted superstructure), installation of PSS (conventional / track-bound), 
measurement of the installation positions (target/actual comparison), interconnection work 

Repair (IS), own work: 

The main and by-product fields mentioned below are to be provided as an in-house 
contribution, the proof of which  can be provided summarily for all submitted references. 
The assessment of a performance profile sufficient for the prequalification is the 
responsibility of the Admissions Committee. 

Main services: Elimination of tolerance violations in the track geometry (track position 
errors); Mechanical tamping and tamping work by hand or with an attachment unit in 
connection with repair work; track gauge correction; Correction of track guidance 
dimensions in points and their measurement; Rail changes (except SE II); Changing the 
track with the wheel link in points; Remove and install the track yoke; Single sleeper 
change; handle or change small irons; Replacement of large parts in points; Rail pull-out 
devices / brake shoe ejection devices; Cleaning of the bedding flank including. ballast 
addition and profiling of the bedding cross-section; Clean and profile edge and intermediate 
paths; Changing bridge beams; Installation of PSS in short sections (e.g. sludge removal); 
Voltage compensation; Superstructural treatment of insulating joints 

Ancillary services: bumper gap regulation; Threshold dowel replacement; replacement of 
intermediate layers; Immediate measures (no major events) after accidents, natural events 
(wind and snow breakage, water)
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(7) The prequalification of the product groups includes the subordinate product groups as 
follows: 

 Routes I includes routes II, III and the rehabilitation 

 Lines I-S includes lines II, III and repair 

 Lines II includes Lines III and the Rehabilitation 

 Lines III includes the repair 

(8) The number of references to be submitted as well as the possible prequalification result 
depend on the type of reference and application according to the table below. 

The specified number of references corresponds to the minimum number in which the 
requirements of the requested product group  must be fully demonstrated.  

In addition to the references, an existing prequalification for routes II in the product group 
is required  to obtain a prequalification for routes I and I-S. 

 
Legend for the Reference Matrix:AVR= Rules of Procedure; SVR=special procedural rules; 
PQ=Prequalification; PG= product group (tracks or switches, cross-repair); WGR=commodity group (the 
respective route in tracks and switches at different speeds as well as repairs); IS=repair; NU=subcontractor;  
**   = on request;  
(2)*= 2 (two) references in WGR Instandsetzung (IS); 
(3)*= 3 (three) references if the application is to be made in the case of an existing PQ IS for routes or in the 
case of an existing PQ in a PG for a WGR in the other PG  

DB references, company-owned: Services that were carried out in the network of the Deutsche Bahn Group and 
in the direct contract relationship of DB AG. 
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DB references, provided in-house as NU: 

Services that were carried out in the network of the Deutsche Bahn Group and in the subcontractor relationship 
with a group company of DB AG.  

Services that have been provided in the subcontractor relationship with a company that has a direct contractual 
relationship with the client (prequalified). 

DB references, personal: 

Services that were carried out in the network of the Deutsche Bahn Group, but not by the applicant company.  

The applicant must prove that the management staff (site managers, foremen) are employed by his company at 
the time of application. The management staff must have performed the services from the DB references in a 
responsible position with pre-qualified previous employers. 

No DB references, company-owned: 

Services that were provided by the company itself and were not carried out in the network of the Deutsche Bahn 
Group. In this case, comparability with services on DB AG routes must be proven. Comparability must be 
demonstrated in particular on the basis of the technical requirements and the railway operating boundary 
conditions (e.g. construction orders/instructions). If it deems it necessary, the Admissions Committee will 
request further information from the applicant to prove the comparability of the references with projects of the 
DB Group. 

No DB references, personal: 

Services that were not carried out in the network of the Deutsche Bahn Group. The applicant must prove that 
the management staff (site managers, foremen) are employed by his company at the time of application. The 
management staff must have performed the services from the references in a responsible position with pre-
qualified, previous employers. 

(9) The completion of the submitted references must not be more than five (5) years ago from 
the date of application.  

(10) If a line is upgraded to more than 160 km/h in whole or in sections, it is counted as route I, 
even if it is not used at the higher speed immediately after completion of the construction 
work. 

For classification as a "route", the maximum speed for conventional vehicles is decisive (no 
tilting technology).  

Track construction work on tracks and points in freight or marshalling yards, stabling 
facilities, train formation facilities and in factory fences (e.g. workshops) is not 
classified according to routes; however, it can be comparatively prequalified for "repair". 
However, if construction work is carried out in these areas (in whole or in sections) which 
complies with the operational conditions of Lines III, an application may be made for Lines 
III. 

Only direct superstructure work on tracks and points that cannot be assigned to the repair 
services, such as the investment renewal or new construction of tracks and points, 
including the connection work required until the final condition is ready for acceptance, 
are classified in route categories. All other work is to be assigned to the product group 
"Track Maintenance (IS) Tracks/Points". For example, short sections of track and gap 
closures for bridges, culverts and in the area of level crossings are not suitable. The 
assessment is carried out by the admissions committee. 

Only performance certificates (references) that demonstrate a corresponding scope of 
services, presented in the reference description, operating and construction instructions 
(BETRA) and a meaningful site plan, will be admitted for the evaluation. 

If there is no match between the requested product group, proof of performance and scope 
of services, an assessment can be made on the basis of the actual scope of services. 

Small-scale services, such as Gauge correction, rail changes, handling or changing 
small iron, changing large parts of points up to a radius of less than or equal to 760 m, 
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etc., can, if the other requirements are met, only lead to prequalification in the product 
group "Track Repair (IS) Tracks/Points".  

superstructure work on tracks or points that is carried out exclusively in connection with the 
renewal of level crossings, related work on tracks during switch renewals, the 
execution of bridge construction work, as well as work carried out in connection with the 
renewal of culverts or other structural structures or the cleaning of deep drainage and 
side ditches, can only be prequalified  in the product group "Track Repair (IS) 
Tracks/Switches",  regardless of the length of the track/line. 

The product group "Track Maintenance (IS) Tracks/Points" includes measures to restore 
the target condition. 

In order to be recognised as a reference for the product groups superstructure tracks or 
switches, the majority of the measure must have consisted of work on tracks or points. 

The assessment is carried out by the admissions committee. 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure", addition of 
prequalifications in a category 

Obtaining routes I and I-S is only possible by extending the existing prequalification for 
routes II (see G). The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of 
Procedure shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on Section 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", Requalification of 
an Existing Prequalification 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
granting of a prequalification "with conditions":  

A prequalification "with conditions" can only  be obtained with references (according to 
reference matrix 6.1, B; 8)). 

A prequalification "with conditions" cannot be awarded higher than up to Distance II. The 
instructions according to letters A and B of these "Special Rules of Procedure" apply 
mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions":  

The replacement of a prequalification "with conditions" can take place under the condition 
of successful proof in the prequalification granted "with conditions" and not in a higher 
distance category than the one granted. 

If the scope of the references for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" 
does not meet the requirements of the prequalification granted,  an assessment can be 
made for a lower route category on the basis of the actual scope of services.  

The performance of the services of the references may not be carried out in a subcontractor 
relationship, but must be carried out in a direct contractual relationship with DB AG. 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
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G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Prequalified companies have the opportunity to extend their classification of the respective 
product group to the next higher classification (product group) by executing references. This 
does not apply to companies that hold a prequalification that is still valid "with conditions" at 
the time of application. 

Obtaining routes I and I-S is only possible by extending the existing prequalification for 
routes II . 

Existing prequalification for  Possibility of expansion according to 

Superstructure Repair (IS) 
Tracks/Switches 

Track III; regional traffic 50 - 120 km/h 
(tracks and/or points) 

Track III; regional traffic 50 - 120 km/h 
(tracks and/or points) 

Track II; mixed traffic 121 - 160 km/h 
(tracks and/or points) 

Track II; mixed traffic 121 - 160 km/h 
(tracks and/or points) 

superstructure lines I-S; S-Bahn 50 - 120 
km/h (tracks and/or switches) 

Track II; mixed traffic 121 - 160 km/h 
(tracks and/or points) 

Superstructure of lines I; high-speed traffic 
> 160 km/h (tracks and/or switches) 

In order to obtain an extension, at least one corresponding reference must be carried out in 
the respective next higher classification of routes per product group.  
The performance of these services of the references may not be carried out in a 
subcontractor relationship, but must be carried out in a direct contractual relationship with 
DB AG.  
If the application for extension is not successful, the previous prequalification remains in 
place. 
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6.2    General earthworks and civil engineering 

General information for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

For services in this category, training courses are offered by DB InfraGO AG for "Building 
under Railway Operation" at Deutsche Bahn AG. The training is intended for construction 
management personnel (site managers, foremen) who are deployed on construction sites.  

Registration for this training course is possible at the following certified educational 
institutions for the training course "Building under Railway Operation" under the following 
link deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB 

Proof of knowledge for "Construction under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

In principle, the following apply to the proof of "construction under railway operation", 
including the more precise conditions of the various types of application in letters A-G.   

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  
The proof may include additional documents, etc. in accordance with letter B. 

B Additional information to point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 
2/References: 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group 
company, it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who 
meet comparable requirements. 

A prequalification in the product group "earthworks" applies to construction measures for 
which no knowledge of railway technology and/or railway operation is required. 

For construction measures that require knowledge of railway technology and/or railway 
operation, a prequalification in the product group "Earthworks - Construction under 
Railway Operation" assigned to the main service is also mandatory. 

The product group "Earthworks - Construction under railway operation" can only be 
purchased as an addition and in connection with a prequalification in the product group 
"Earthworks".  

At least two (2) reference projects must be submitted for each product group applied for. 
Only references from projects completed in the last 5 years are permitted.  

The pronounced prequalification only applies to the respective proven product group.  

The category "General earthworks and civil engineering" includes the following product 
group with the following requirements: 

1- Earthworks 

Building types (critical tasks) of the earthworks product group are: 

1. Dams, 
2. Incisions, 
3. Base courses,  
4. drainage systems,  
5. Flexible retaining structures 

 
The construction of the respective types of structures (critical tasks) must be proven by 
the company itself. 

Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 

https://deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB
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The applicant must provide summary evidence of at least 4 of the 5 above building types 
via the submitted references.  

The type of structure base courses must be proven.  

The following definitions and minimum criteria of the types of structures (critical tasks) 
must be observed: 

Dams, cuts, base courses: 

References from traffic route construction, in which corresponding earthworks were newly 
erected, or conversions that are equivalent to new construction, are evaluated as proof of 
the building types dams, incisions and base layers. These must be designed/dimensioned 
with regard to the requirements and loads (rail/road) (according to ZTVE-StB or ZTV SoB-
StB, Ril 836 or comparable regulations). For the dam and cut structure types, a minimum 
volume of 2,000 m³ was to be demonstrated in each case in continuous excavation or 
removal. 

e.g. the following services are not counted as dams/cuts: flood protection dams, noise 
protection walls, excavation/excavation of construction pits/earth excavation for structures, 
backfilling of structures, rainwater retention and infiltration basins 

e.g. the following services are not counted as base layers: 
Substructure for platforms and pedestrian ramps 

Drainage systems: 

Permanent installations for the closed drainage of traffic routes consisting of pipelines and 
shafts are recognised as proof of the type of structure. 

e.g. the following services are not counted as drainage systems: 
open ditches and troughs 

Flexible retaining structures: 

The following types of structures are defined in accordance with Ril 836: 

Gabion walls (stacked wire ballast containers), spatial lattice walls, geogrid-reinforced soil 
bodies with load-bearing outer skin, (geogrid-reinforced support bodies), "reinforced earth" 
constructions, floor nailing with load-bearing outer skin  

e.g. the following services are not counted as flexible retaining structures: massive 
retaining structures 

2- Earthworks - Construction under railway operation 
 (additional prequalification to 1 - Earthworks) 

"Earthworks" services provided under railway operating conditions. 

Proof of successful participation in the training  

See above under "General information" and "Proof of knowledge for "Building under 
railway operation" in the PQ procedure" 

Proof must be provided by all new applicants for this product group. 
The following applies to the product group: The training courses must not have been more 
than 24 months ago. The minimum number of construction management personnel to be 
trained is: 

• Employs <= 20 construction management staff, at least 2 construction management 
staff to be trained 

• Employs > 20 construction management staff, at least 10% of the construction 
management staff to be trained (rounded up in each case)  
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If the training courses are not proven, this will lead to the non-granting of the additional 
qualification for "Construction under railway operation". Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the 
right to review even after the conclusion of the proceedings.  
 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional notes to point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Special conditions for requalification in the product group "Construction under railway 
operation"  

In addition, the conditions listed above under "General information" and "Proof of 
knowledge for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure" apply. 

If no services have been carried out under railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn 
AG in the last 36 months prior to the application for requalification, proof of the "Building 
under Railway Operations" training course must be provided as part of the current 
application. The training certificates must not be older than 24 months at the time of 
application. If, on the other hand, it can be proven that services were carried out under 
railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn AG, this obligation does not apply. 
 
If the training is not proven, the additional qualification for "Construction under railway 
operation" cannot be granted. Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the right to review even after 
the conclusion of the proceedings.  
 

E Supplementary notes to number 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Granting of the prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

A prequalification "with conditions" can be granted after a case-by-case examination.  

In addition to the proof of references (in compliance with point B), it is at least necessary 
that the applicant can prove human resources as an efficient unit and the necessary 
machines and equipment in his company, and thus has the professional and technical 
capacity for the requested product group. 

This must be proven, among other things, by submitting certificates from previous 
employers, personal references or other third-party certificates for its specialist and 
management staff, which prove that they have provided references (max. 5 years old) of 
the requested product group. If necessary, further documents will be requested from the 
applicant. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of 
the prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. Letter B is limited here to orders from a DB Group company. 
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G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.3    Construction services for cables 

General information for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

For services in this category, training courses are offered by DB InfraGO AG for "Building 
under Railway Operation" at Deutsche Bahn AG. The training is intended for construction 
management personnel (site managers, foremen) who are deployed on construction sites.  

Registration for this training course is possible at the following certified educational 
institutions for the training course "Building under railway operation" under the following link. 
deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB 

Proof of knowledge for "Construction under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

In principle, the following apply to the proof of "construction under railway operation", 
including the more precise conditions of the various types of application in letters A-G.   

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  
The proof may include additional documents, etc. in accordance with letter B. 

B Additional information to point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References: 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company, it 
is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who meet 
comparable requirements. 

A prequalification in the product groups "cable routing systems incl. civil engineering" and 
"cable laying" applies to construction measures where no knowledge of railway technology 
and/or railway operation is required. 

For construction measures that require knowledge of railway technology and/or railway 
operation, a prequalification in the product group "Construction services for cables - 
construction under railway operation" is also mandatory. 

The product group "Construction services for cables - construction under railway operation" 
can only be purchased as an add-on and in connection with a prequalification in the product 
groups "Cable management systems incl. civil engineering" or "Cable laying".  

At least two (2) reference projects must be submitted for each product group applied for.  

Only references from projects completed in the last 5 years are permitted.  

The pronounced prequalification only applies to the respective proven product group.  

The category "Construction services for cables" includes the following  
3 product groups with the following requirements: 

https://deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB
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1- Cable management systems incl. civil engineering 

Building types (critical tasks) of the product group Cable Routing Systems incl. Civil 
Engineering are: 

1. Cable ducts (underground and elevated concrete and plastic cable ducts), 

2. buried cable ducts, 

3. Cable drawing shafts made of precast concrete elements, 

4. Cable crossings (incl. protective pipes made of concrete or steel for cable crossings) 

The services carried out must be proven by means of suitable planning documents (see 
point 6.1 of the reference document). 
 
The construction of the respective types of structures (critical tasks) must be proven by the 
company itself. 

Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 

• The applicant must provide summary evidence of at least 3 of the 4 above types of 
structures via the submitted references.  

• The building type "cable ducts" must be proven in at least 1 reference.  
• In at least 1 reference, the execution of at least 100 m of cable ducts laid in one piece 

must be proven. 
 
Pipeline construction services that are comparable to DB Group projects due to the technical 
requirements and operational boundary conditions, but have not been carried out in the DB 
Group area (e.g. for road construction authorities, private railways), can be recognised after 
a case-by-case examination. 
Comparable services would be, for example, the construction of closed drainage systems in 
traffic route construction (except rural road construction) greater than or equal to 300 m. 
 
The prequalification system does not include the production of culverts and pipe jackings 
(under points, rail extensions or rail joints) as well as the design of cable routing systems in 
and on structures. 

2- Cable laying 

The product group includes the laying of telecommunications or signal cables made of 
copper and fiber optics. 

Building types (critical tasks) of the cable laying product group are: 

 Building type 1 
-Laying in the trough / plastic cable duct 

 Building type 2 
- Laying at the rail foot or 

- laying in earth (cable trench) / shallow laying (trenching) or 

- Pulling cables into cable conduit (pulling in/blowing in) 

The services carried out must be proven by means of suitable planning documents (see 
point 6.1 of the reference document). 
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The construction of the respective types of structures (critical tasks) must be proven by 
the company itself. 

Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
• The applicant must provide summary evidence of both of the above types of 

structures using the submitted references. 
• The building type 1 "Laying in a trough / plastic cable duct" must be proven in at 

least 1 reference. 
• In at least 1 reference, the execution of the following plant lengths laid in one piece 

must be proven: 426 m (Cu) or 2000 m (LWL). 
 

Companies that cannot prove that they have laid telecommunications or signal cables via 
the submitted references have the option of obtaining the prequalification for cable laying 
by completing the online training course "Prequalification Cable Laying" after a decision 
by the prequalifying body.  

The training is intended for industrial personnel working on railway construction sites. 

The training courses must not be more than 24 months old. The minimum number of 
industrial personnel to be trained is: 

• Employs <= 10 industrial personnel, at least 3 staff to be trained 

• Employing > 10 industrial staff, 15% of the staff to be trained at least 3 (rounded up 
in each case) 

In the event of doubts about the company's expertise, Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the 
right to demand completion of the "Prequalification Cable Laying Prequalification" training 
course at any time.  

Railway earthing services, the laying and connection of cables for point heating systems, 
hot runner detection, track switching equipment, line conductors and other 
electrotechnical installations, the laying of micro-pipes and cable securing measures of 
existing cables are not sufficient proof of suitability for "cable laying". Furthermore, cable 
laying in the interior of buildings is not the subject of this prequalification. 

 

3- Construction services for cable construction under railway operation  
(additional prequalification for 1 - cable management systems incl. civil engineering and 2 
- cable laying) 

The product group includes the services "cable management systems incl. civil 
engineering" or "cable laying", which are provided under railway operating conditions. 

Proof of successful participation in the training  

See above under "General information" and "Proof of knowledge for "Building under 
railway operation" in the PQ procedure" 

Proof must be provided by all new applicants for this product group. 
The following applies to the product group: The training courses must not have been more 
than 24 months ago. The minimum number of construction management personnel to be 
trained is: 

• Employs <= 20 construction management staff, at least 2 construction management 
staff to be trained 

• Employs > 20 construction management staff, at least 10% of the construction 
management staff to be trained (rounded up in each case)  
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If the training courses are not proven, this will lead to the non-granting of the additional 
qualification for "Construction under railway operation". Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the 
right to review even after the conclusion of the proceedings.  

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional notes to point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Special conditions for requalification in the product group "Construction under railway 
operation": 

In addition, the conditions listed above under "General information" and "Proof of 
knowledge for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure" apply. 

If no services have been carried out under railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn 
AG in the last 36 months prior to the application for requalification, proof of the "Building 
under Railway Operations" training course must be provided as part of the current 
application. The training certificates must not be older than 24 months at the time of 
application. If, on the other hand, it can be proven that services were carried out under 
railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn AG, this obligation does not apply. 

If the training is not proven, the additional qualification for "Construction under railway 
operation" cannot be granted. Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the right to review even after 
the conclusion of the proceedings.  

E Additional notes to point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Granting of the prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

A prequalification "with conditions" can be granted after a case-by-case examination.  

In addition to the proof of references (with regard to point B), it is at least necessary that 
the applicant can prove human and other productive resources as an efficient unit and the 
necessary machinery and equipment in his company, and thus has the professional and 
technical capacity for the requested product group. 

This must be proven, among other things, by submitting certificates from previous 
employers, personal references or other third-party certificates for its specialist and 
management staff, which prove that they have provided references (max. 5 years old) of 
the requested product group. If necessary, further information and documents will be 
requested from the applicant that prove the expertise of the staff. 

F Supplementary notes to number 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Replacement of the prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. Letter B is limited here to orders from a DB Group company. 

By way of derogation from Section 6.3 (B), the following applies: At least one (1) 
reference must be submitted for each product group applied for.   

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 
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If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted 
in accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 
been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 
of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

There are no plans to expand this category.
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6.4    Special foundation engineering 

General information for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

For services in this category, training courses are offered by DB InfraGO AG for "Building 
under Railway Operation" at Deutsche Bahn AG. The training is intended for construction 
management personnel (site managers, foremen) who are deployed on construction sites.  

Registration for this training course is possible at the following certified educational 
institutions for the training course "Building under railway operation" under the following 
link. deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB 

Proof of knowledge for "Construction under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

In principle, the following apply to the proof of "construction under railway operation", 
including the more precise conditions of the various types of application in letters A-G.   

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  
The proof may include additional documents, etc. in accordance with letter B. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 2/References: 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group 
company, it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who 
meet comparable requirements. 

Prequalification in the product groups "Foundations piles", "Foundations for subsoil 
improvements", "Foundations for injections", "Supporting structures" and "Anchorages" 
applies to construction measures for which no knowledge of railway technology and/or 
railway operation is required. 
For construction projects that require knowledge of railway technology and/or railway 
operation, a prequalification in the product group "Special civil engineering, construction 
under railway operation" is mandatory. 
A minimum of two (2) references must be submitted for each product group requested. At 
least two (2) of the submitted references must meet the following requirements of the 
requested product group. Only references completed in the last 5 years are permitted. 
The pronounced prequalification only applies to the respective proven product group 
(product/service) 
The special foundation engineering category includes 6 product groups with the following 
requirements: 
1- Foundations piles 
Types of production (critical tasks):Micropiles, bored piles, driven piles, columnar tendons 
Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
For prequalification in the product group, proof of suitability for at least one of the types of 
production mentioned is required. The execution of the respective types of production 
(critical tasks) must be proven by the company's own efforts. 
For example, rammed tube foundations of noise protection walls and rammed tube 
foundations of mast foundations are also evaluated as proof of the type of production of 
piles. 
2- Foundations, subsoil improvements 

https://deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB


 

Deutsche Bahn AG  Date of creation: 20.01.2026  
Rules of procedure for the prequalification system  Valid from: 26.01.2026  
Responsible for the content:  Version: 32 
Procurement Infrastructure Prequalification                   Page 34 of 78 
  
  
  
  

Types of production (critical tasks):deep soil stabilisation, deep vibration methods, 
mortared/unmortared columns, special soil exchange methods and soil improvement 
methods 
Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
For prequalification in the product group, proof of suitability for at least one of the types of 
production mentioned is required. The execution of the respective types of production 
(critical tasks) must be proven by the company's own efforts. 
3- Foundations Injections 
Types of production (critical tasks): 
all injections and jet blasting processes (e.g. HDI columns) 
Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
For prequalification in the product group, proof of suitability for at least one of the types of 
production mentioned is required. The execution of the respective types of production 
(critical tasks) must be proven by the company's own efforts. 
4- Retaining structures 
Types of production (critical tasks):Sheet piling, girder pile walls, bored pile walls, 
diaphragm walls 
Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
For prequalification in the product group, proof of suitability for at least one of the types of 
production mentioned is required. The execution of the respective types of production 
(critical tasks) must be proven by the company's own efforts. 
For example, shoring with sheet piling walls as auxiliary bridge foundations is also 
considered as proof. 
5- Anchors 
Type of production (critical task): 
Grouted anchors according to EN 1537 or ÖNORM EN 1537 
Audit focuses/minimum criteria: 
For prequalification in the product group, proof of suitability for anchoring with 
(prestressed) grouted anchors in accordance with DIN EN 1537 is required. Proof of 
nailing or the use of piles for anchoring is not sufficient proof of suitability for "anchoring". 
The execution of the respective types of production (critical tasks) must be proven by the 
company's own efforts. 
The rock slope protection (according to Ril 836) is not part of the prequalification system. 
6- Special civil engineering - construction under railway operation 
The product group "Special civil engineering - construction under railway operation" can 
only be purchased as an addition and in connection with a prequalification in the product 
groups "Foundations piles", "Foundations for subsoil improvement", "Foundations for 
injections", "Support structures" and "Anchorages".  
 
Proof of successful participation in the training  

See above under "General information" and "Proof of knowledge for "Building under 
railway operation" in the PQ procedure" 

Proof must be provided by all new applicants for this product group. 
The following applies to the product group:  
The training courses must not be more than 24 months old. The minimum number of 
construction management personnel to be trained is: 
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• Employs <= 20 construction management staff, at least 2 construction management 
staff to be trained 

• Employs > 20 construction management staff, at least 10% of the construction 
management staff to be trained (rounded up in each case)  
 

If the training courses are not proven, this will lead to the non-granting of the additional 
qualification for "Construction under railway operation". Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the 
right to review even after the conclusion of the proceedings.  

 
C Supplementary notes to number 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 

prequalifications in a category: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Supplementary notes to number 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Special conditions for requalification in product group 6, "Special civil engineering 
construction under railway operation"  

In addition, the conditions listed above under "General information" and "Proof of 
knowledge for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure" apply. 

If no services have been carried out under railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn 
AG in the last 36 months prior to the application for requalification, proof of the "Building 
under Railway Operations" training course must be provided as part of the current 
application. The training certificates must not be older than 24 months at the time of 
application. If, on the other hand, it can be proven that services were carried out under 
railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn AG, this obligation does not apply. 
 
If the training is not proven, the additional qualification for "Construction under railway 
operation" cannot be granted. Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the right to review even after 
the conclusion of the proceedings.  
 

E Supplementary notes to number 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
In addition to the proof of references (in compliance with point B), it is at least necessary 
that the applicant can prove human resources as an efficient unit and the necessary 
machines and equipment in his company, and thus has the professional and technical 
capacity for the requested product group. 

This must be proven, among other things, by submitting certificates from previous 
employers, personal references or other third-party certificates for its specialist and 
management staff, which prove that they have provided references (max. 5 years old) of 
the requested product group. If necessary, further documents will be requested from the 
applicant.      

F Supplementary notes to number 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 
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The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. Letter B is limited here to orders from a DB Group company. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 
There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.5    Structural Engineering 

General information for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

For services in this category, training courses are  offered by DB InfraGO AG for "Building 
under Railway Operation" at Deutsche Bahn AG. The training is intended for construction 
management personnel (site managers, foremen) who are deployed on construction sites.  

Registration for this training course is possible at the following certified educational 
institutions for the training course "Building under railway operation" under the following 
link. deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB 

Proof of knowledge for "Construction under railway operation" in the PQ procedure 

In principle, the following apply to the proof of "construction under railway operation", 
including the more precise conditions of the various types of application in letters A-G.   

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
questions:  
The proof may include additional documents, etc. in accordance with letter B. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 2/References: 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group 
company, it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who 
meet comparable requirements. 

Prequalification in the product groups of the concrete structures and steel structures 
product groups applies to construction measures for which no knowledge of railway 
technology and/or railway operation is required. 
For construction projects that require knowledge of railway technology and/or railway 
operations, a prequalification in the product group "Structural Engineering - Construction 
under Railway Operation" is mandatory. 

https://deutschebahn.com/Bildungseinrichtungen-BuEB
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The category "Structural Engineering" is divided into 2 product groups with a total of 5 
product groups and includes the new construction of the respective structures: 

Product Groups 

Concrete structures Steel structures 

Product groups  

 
 Massive retaining 

structures  

 
 Reinforced 

concrete bridges 
 

 
 Prestressed 

concrete bridges 
 

 

 
 Railway and road 

overpasses -Steel 

 Structural engineering - construction under railway operation (additional qualification, no 
achievement, applies to all product groups listed above) 

Types of buildings  

 

 Angle retaining 

walls 

 Heavyweight 
retaining walls 
 
 Moulded facing 

walls (no shotcrete) 

All made of concrete 

 

 Reinforced concrete 

bridges 

 WIB Bridges 

 Composite bridges - 
only concrete content 
 
 Rectangular frame 

 Arched tunnels 
  -open construction- 
 

 

 Multi-span 
prestressed 
concrete bridges 
 
 Single-span 

prestressed 
concrete bridges 

 

 

 Truss bridges 

 Bar arch bridges 

 Box girder bridges 

 Beam grate bridges 

 Trough bridges 

 Solid wall structures 

 Steel construction for 
composite bridges (no 
individual VFT girders and 
individual composite 
girders) 

 

The prequalification is pronounced for the respective product group.  
For each product group applied for in the product groups "concrete structures" or "steel 
structures", 2 references to building types according to the above list must be submitted. 
Proof of one type of building per product group is sufficient.  
Footbridges, cycle bridges and media bridges as well as bridge renovations are not 
recognised as references.   
The performance of the critical tasks (hereinafter referred to as the main service) in the 
construction of the respective type of building must be proven by the company's own 
contribution. In principle, the minimum share of in-house work in relation to the reference 
structure must be > 50 percent. In the case of composite bridges, the type and extent of 
the applicant's own contribution (also as a consortium partner) with regard to the shares 
must be plausibly presented in the references.   
Only references from projects completed in the last 5 years are permitted.  
 
 
 
For the product group "Structural Engineering - Construction under Railway Operation", 
the following applies: 
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 the product group can only be purchased as an addition to the product groups of 
the product groups "concrete structures" or "steel structures". If there is no 
prequalification in this case or if it cannot be granted upon application, 
prequalification for the product group cannot take place either. 

 the application can be made in connection with any other product group of the 
category applied for or independently of it, provided that there is an existing 
prequalification for a product group of the product groups "concrete structures" or 
"steel structures". 

Proof of successful participation in the training  

See above under "General information" and "Proof of knowledge for "Building under 
railway operation" in the PQ procedure" 

Proof must be provided by all new applicants for this product group. 
The following applies to the product group:  
The training courses must not be more than 24 months old. The minimum number of 
construction management personnel to be trained is: 

• Employs <= 20 construction management staff, at least 2 construction management 
staff to be trained 

• Employs > 20 construction management staff, at least 10% of the construction 
management staff to be trained (rounded up in each case)  
 

If the training courses are not proven, this will lead to the non-granting of the additional 
qualification for "Construction under railway operation". Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the 
right to review even after the conclusion of the proceedings.  

 
For the product groups of the product group "Concrete structures", the following inclusion 
rules apply in the event of prequalification:  

 "Prestressed concrete bridges" include "reinforced concrete bridges" and "massive 
retaining structures". 

 "Reinforced concrete bridges" include "massive retaining structures".  
The references must have the following minimum dimensions: 
- Supported concrete bridges must have a span >= 6 m. 
- Frame structures must have a clear width >= 2 m 
- Massive retaining structures must have a minimum height (OK foundation to OK 

retaining structure) of >= 2 metres. 
- Steel bridges must have a span >=6 m 

In the concrete structures product group, the following critical tasks (main services) must 
be proven as personal contribution: 

 Coordination of the construction process 
 Self-monitoring of execution 
 Formwork and concrete work. 
Note: If the references in the concrete structures product group were created using 
prefabricated elements, they can only be evaluated if the precast elements were 
verifiably created by the company in its own precast plant or on the construction site 
(field construction site). The registration for external monitoring must be submitted as 
proof. 
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In the steel structures product group, the following critical tasks (main services) must be 
proven by the company's own work:   

 Self-monitoring of execution 
 Steel construction production workshop,  
 Steel Structure Fabrication Construction Site, 
 Construction site assembly in the final position.  
Note: In order to obtain the prequalification, in addition to the references, the 
manufacturer-related product qualification EXC3DB (HPQ) must be proven as an 
additional qualification, building on the EXC3 according to DIN EN 1090-2. The 
procedure is described in the regulations DB S 918 005. 

Please send your informal application for the above-mentioned HPQ to the following 
address: E-mail: qs-postfach@deutschebahn.com 

 
C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 

prequalifications in a category: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional notes to point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification:   
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Special conditions for requalification in the product group "Structural Engineering - 
Construction under Railway Operation"  

In addition, the conditions listed above under "General information" and "Proof of 
knowledge for "Building under railway operation" in the PQ procedure" apply. 

If no services have been carried out under railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn 
AG in the last 36 months prior to the application for requalification, proof of the "Building 
under Railway Operations" training course must be provided as part of the current 
application. The training certificates must not be older than 24 months at the time of 
application. If, on the other hand, it can be proven that services were carried out under 
railway operating conditions at Deutsche Bahn AG, this obligation does not apply. 

If the training is not proven, the additional qualification for "Construction under railway 
operation" cannot be granted. Deutsche Bahn AG reserves the right to review even after 
the conclusion of the proceedings.  

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure",Granting of 
prequalification "subject to conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
A prequalification "with conditions" can be granted after a case-by-case examination. 
However, it can only be awarded for the product group "Massive retaining structures" and 
"Railway and road overpasses - steel".  
The following also applies to the product group "Massive retaining structures": 
In addition to the proof of references (in compliance with point B), it is at least necessary that 
the applicant can prove human resources as an efficient unit and the necessary machines 
and equipment in his company, and thus has the professional and technical capacity for the 
requested product group. 
This must be proven, among other things, by submitting certificates from previous employers, 
personal references or other third-party certificates for its specialist and management staff, 

mailto:qs-postfach@deutschebahn.com
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which prove that they have provided references (max. 5 years old) of the requested product 
group. If necessary, further documents will be requested from the applicant. 
For the product group "Railway and road overpasses - steel", the following shall also apply: 
References that are comparable to the construction of new steel railway bridges due to the 
technical requirements and the operational boundary conditions can be recognized after a 
case-by-case examination. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of 
the prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. Letter B is limited here to orders from a DB Group company. 
For the product group "Railway and road overpasses - steel", the following shall also 
apply: 
By way of derogation from point 6.5 letter B, at least one (1) reference from the inception 
period must be submitted that meets the minimum criteria for steel bridges specified in 
point B. 
Extension of prequalification subject to conditions  

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted 
in accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed.  

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence:  

 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 
been completed, or  

 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in 
tenders of DB AG and  

 that he has performed in the existing category.  

 

G Supplementary notes to number 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure",Extension of an 
existing prequalification: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
An extension of the prequalification is only possible in the product group "Concrete 
Structures". The product groups are subject to the following ascending value: Massive 
retaining structures  reinforced concrete bridges  Prestressed concrete bridges 
Companies  with an existing prequalification in the product group "concrete structures" can 
only apply for the execution  of a reference at DB AG for the next higher level in value. 
Companies that are only holders of a valid prequalification "with conditions" at the time of 
application are not allowed to apply for references. 
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6.6 Security services 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  
1. Prequalification can be granted for the following product groups: 

 Security Services – IH Directory 
 Security Payments - Schedule I 
 Security Payments - List II 
 Guarantee payments - Schedule III 

The list "Security Services – Directory IH" applies exclusively to contracts in the area of 
DB AG's own funds and in particular to framework agreements for security services 
with DB Fahrwegdienste GmbH. 

For the product groups in the security category, the following inclusion rules apply in the 
event of prequalification:  

 "Directory I" includes "Directory IH". 
 "Directory II" includes "Directory I" and "Directory IH". 
 "Directory III" includes "Directory II" and "Directory I" and "Directory IH". 

2. In addition to other requirements, the following minimum requirements must be proven 
by the applicant company. Companies that do not yet have pre-qualifications can 
obtain a maximum of "Directory I" or "Directory IH". 
If the full-time staff required for the existing list can be used in accordance with point 
2.1; 2.2; 2.3 or 2.4 are no longer proven for a period of more than 6 months, the 
Company is obliged to report this to the prequalifying body without being asked. 
The prequalifying body checks the personnel using the electronic certificate of 
competency (ElBa). 

 
2.1. Directory IH 

There must be at least 6 staff (full-time staff in permanent positions), of which: 
• 4 Sipo (Ril 046.2528) 
• 2 security supervisors (Ril 046.2529) 
• 1 ATWS Operators/Fitters 
• 1 Planner ATWS must be permanently employed in the company. 
In addition, the following technical equipment must be proven in the company's own 
portfolio or via leasing or rental agreements. 
• 1 ATWS (mobile radio warning system) 
• 150 m Fixed barrier 

2.2. Directory I 
There must be at least 12 staff (full-time staff in permanent positions), of which: 
• 9 security posts (Ril 046.2528) 
• 3 security supervisors (Ril 046.2529) 
• 2 ATWS Operators/Fitters 
• 1 Planner ATWS must be permanently employed in the company. 
In addition, the following technical equipment must be proven in the company's own 
portfolio or via leasing or rental agreements. 
• 1 ATWS (mobile radio warning system) 
• 150 m Fixed barrier 

2.3. Directory II 
There must be at least 30 staff (full-time staff in permanent positions), of which: 
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• 15 security posts (Ril 046.2528) 
• 15 security supervisors (Ril 046.2529) 
• 10 ATWS operators/fitters 
• 3 Planners ATWS must be permanently employed in the company. 
In addition, the following technical equipment must be proven in the company's own 
portfolio or via leasing or rental agreements. 
• 3 ATWS (mobile radio warning system) 
• 300 m Fixed barrier 

2.4. Directory III 
There must be at least 60 staff (full-time staff in permanent positions), of which: 
• 30 security posts (Ril 046.2528) 
• 30 security supervisors (Ril 046.2529) 
• 20 ATWS operators/fitters 
• 5 Planners ATWS must be permanently employed in the company. 
In addition, the following technical equipment must be proven in the company's own 
portfolio or via leasing or rental agreements. 
• 4000m ATWS chains or 
• 5 ATWS (mobile radio warning systems) 
• 1 ERRI interface   
• 300 m fixed barrier 

2.5. In addition to 2.1 to 2.4, the following minimum requirements must be proven or 
observed by the applicant company: 
a. Previous functional training as an operator/fitter ATWS or as a planner ATWS up 

to and including 31.12.2020 is recognised as equivalent.  
b. The above-mentioned and named personnel must be in possession of a valid and 

up-to-date certificate of competency in accordance with Ril 132.0118 V06 of DB 
InfraGO AG. These include, among other things, registered functional and follow-
up training in accordance with Ril 046.2528 security posts and 046.2529 security 
supervision of DB InfraGO AG. 

c. In addition, proof of the acquisition of the guidelines of Deutsche Bahn AG (e.g. 
RRil 132.0118) and, if necessary, of DB InfraGO AG as well as the DGUV 
regulations (e.g. DGUV Regulation 78, DGUV Regulation 72) and the DGUV Rules 
(DGUV Regulation 101-024) of the accident insurance institutions in connection 
with work in the track area must be provided.  

2.6. The prequalifying body reserves the right to review the minimum requirements 
specified in section 2 within the framework of audits and, in the event of non-
compliance, to reject the application or to revoke prequalifications already granted or to 
request the applicant to submit documents again. 

2.7. For companies with the corporate or legal form "Unternehmergesellschaft (UG)" the 
following additional regulations apply within the prequalification in the area of security 
services. 

As part of the proof of financial capacity, proof of collateral or a minimum liability capital 
is required. 

Applicants who can neither prove personal liability nor have the required minimum 
liability capital of € 25,000 via the company's share capital or other subscribed capital 
or similar must alternatively prove that the required performance capacity is available in 
the aforementioned amount through one of the following collateral: 
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a.) Notarized declaration of liability by a third party under German law ("Harte Comfort 
Letter"). 

b.) Joint and several guarantee of a credit institution or insurer licensed in the 
European Economic Area under German law with waiver of the objection of 
advance action (Section 771 of the German Civil Code) 

c.) Depositing money with a financial institution authorised in the European Economic 
Area in a blocked account that can be disposed of jointly by the respective client 
(Deutsche Bahn AG or an affiliated company) and the applicant ("And Account").  

d.) Formation of a GmbH with the aforementioned minimum liability capital 
 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2: 
There are no references in this category. 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure", addition of 
prequalifications in a category 
There are no additions to this category. 

D Additional information to Section 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Requalification of an existing prequalification   
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis.  

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
granting of a prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. A prequalification "with conditions" can be granted after a case-by-case 
examination. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
replacement of the prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. The redemption of the prequalification "with conditions" can take place after 
submission or proof of the conditions to be met. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis.  
An extension of the prequalification is possible as follows:  
The product groups are subject to the following ascending value: Directory IH  Directory I 
 Directory II Directory III. 
The following regulations must be observed for switching within the directories: 

a) An upgrade to the next higher list is possible if it can be proven that in the past 6 
months, the number listed under point 2.1; 2.2; 2.3 and 2.4 respectively.  

b) A change of directory is possible at the earliest 6 months after the last application. 
For this purpose, an application for requalification must be submitted.  
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6.7 Planning of structural facilities 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
questions: 
Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
Among other things, companies are only prequalified if, at the time of application, at least 
two employees with at least three years of professional experience as planners in the 
requested product group are permanently employed in the company. 
These employees must have the academic degree of Diplom-Ingenieur, Bachelor's, 
Master's or equivalent degrees from a member state of the European Union in the field of 
architecture or civil engineering or in equivalent disciplines. 
Upon request by the pre-qualifying body, the minimum personnel requirements and the 
above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Level 2/References: 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company, 
it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who meet 
comparable requirements (see letter E). 

(1) The category "Planning of structural facilities" is divided into the following two product 
groups, which contain a total of five product groups. 

                                 Product Group 

Transport facilities Engineering structures 

                            with the product groups 

 Planning of traffic 
facilities (roadway) 
 Planning of traffic 

facilities (level 
crossings) 
 Planning of traffic 

facilities (platforms) 

 Planning of engineering 
structures (railway bridges) 
 Planning of engineering 

structures (pedestrian 
underpasses and 
pedestrian overpasses) 

A prequalification for the product group "Railway bridges" includes the prequalification 
for the product group "Passenger underpasses and overpasses". 

(2) The prequalification is issued for the respective product group (product/service) and 
only applies to the product group (product/service) applied for and proven by 
references. 

(3) The references to be submitted must fully comply with the following requirements of the 
product group applied for. 

(4) With the help of the references to be submitted, proof of completed planning work (see 
critical tasks point 8) must be provided in service phase 3 (draft planning) or service 
phase 5 (implementation planning).  

(5) The prequalification applies in its entirety across all service phases. The focus of the 
audit is on the completed HOAI service phases 3 and 5. 
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(6) The initial prequalification is usually carried out via references that were not provided in 
a direct contract relationship with a company of the Deutsche Bahn Group. In this case, 
the prequalification is granted with "conditions" (see letter E). The redemption of the 
prequalification "with conditions" is based on proof of service phase 3, which was 
provided within the requirement period in a direct contractual relationship with a 
company of the Deutsche Bahn Group (see letter F). 

(7) For each service phase performed, the corresponding plans including plan view, cross-
section and longitudinal section must be submitted for each reference. In the 
engineering structures product group, only structural overview plans must be 
submitted. 

(8) Proof of specialist knowledge is provided by verifiably completed references. The 
completeness is limited to the submitted content (service phases) of the reference and 
should usually not be more than 5 years old. The nature and extent of the applicant's 
own contribution (also as a consortium partner) must be plausibly presented in the 
references with regard to the shares. 

(9) All drawings, descriptions and supplementary documents to the references must be 
marked numerically and consecutively without any doubt. Personnel assignment must 
be ensured when providing evidence by means of third-party references.  

(10) To prove the expertise, the references to be submitted must contain the following 
planning services (critical tasks): 
Planning of traffic facilities (roadway) 
 Planning of the complete track superstructure and civil engineering (underground 

track construction, ballast superstructure, underground cable construction, track 
drainage, construction technology) of at least 1000m of new track construction or a 
maintenance planning of tracks comparable to a new construction or the planning of 2 
station tracks. 
 The product group does not include the planning of tram and factory railway tracks as 

well as services for slab track. 
Planning of traffic facilities (level crossings) 
 Planning of the traffic junction at the level crossing (junctions, roundabouts, 

intersections), line and gradient routing, swept curves, crossing plan (signage and 
markings, road drainage and underground cable construction). 
 The product group does not include the planning of the railway equipment of the level 

crossing. 
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Planning of traffic facilities (platforms) 
 New construction or complex reconstruction of platforms  
 At least 1 platform in standard length in conventional construction 
 Wayfinding systems and platform equipment (platform roofs, wind and weather 

protection, platform furniture, signage, showcases) 
 The product group does not include the planning of platform systems in prefabricated 

construction. 
 

Planning of engineering structures (railway bridges) 
 New planning of complete railway bridges or a replacement of the complete 

superstructure comparable to a new construction. 
 At least 2 different types of bridges must be submitted. Of these, at least one of the 

bridges must have a span of >=6 m. For all other bridges, a span of >=2 m is 
sufficient. 
 For the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" in the product group 

"railway bridges", proof of a bridge design is sufficient. 
 Railway bridges include all bridges that are intended to carry rail traffic.  
  The product group does not include the planning of road bridges. 
Planning of engineering structures (pedestrian underpasses and pedestrian 

overpasses) 
 New planning of complete pedestrian underpasses and overpasses.  
 The sole planning of access routes and ramps as well as elevator shafts is not 

sufficient proof of expertise. 
 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 
An application for the addition of an additional product group is possible at any time. 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Supplementary notes to point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure",Granting of a 
prequalification "subject to conditions": 
If an applicant is unable to provide proof of references for the client Deutsche Bahn AG in 
stage 2 of the procedure, it is possible to obtain a prequalification "with conditions"  under 
the following conditions. 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

1. The sole planning of service phase 5 (implementation planning) for Deutsche Bahn AG 
or other clients (e.g. construction companies). 

2. Proof of specialist knowledge via third-party references. This refers to employees who 
are currently permanently employed by the applicant company and have provided 
planning services for former employers, which are now being submitted as external 
references.  



 

Deutsche Bahn AG  Date of creation: 20.01.2026  
Rules of procedure for the prequalification system  Valid from: 26.01.2026  
Responsible for the content:  Version: 32 
Procurement Infrastructure Prequalification                   Page 48 of 78 
  
  
  
  

3. Proof of specialist knowledge of reference projects carried out for foreign railways. 
4. Proof of expertise in reference projects that have not been tendered by Deutsche Bahn 

itself, but by other clients such as districts, etc., e.g. within the framework of crossing 
agreements. 
 

After successfully passing stage 2 and obtaining prequalification with conditions, companies 
are entitled to pay for Deutsche Bahn in the prequalified product groups. With the 
services/references provided for DB, in turn, the prequalification can be replaced with 
conditions after two years.  

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis.  

The prequalification is replaced with conditions by means of references from the period of 
validity of the prequalification that were provided for a DB Group company. 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.8 Construction supervision  

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
questions: 
(1) Prequalification can be granted for the following product groups: 
Construction supervision IOH (BÜB/FBÜ Civil Engineering, Superstructure, Building 
Construction): 
 Construction Supervisor Railway Superstructure/Structural Engineering (BÜB 

Oberbau/KIB) 
 Construction supervisor railway superstructure (BÜB superstructure) 
 Construction Supervisor Railway Structural Engineering (BÜB KIB) 
 Specialist construction supervisor superstructure (FBÜ superstructure) 
 Specialist Construction Supervisor KIB (FBÜ KIB) 

 
Construction supervision STE - railway equipment (BÜB/FBÜ): 
 Construction supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) – control and safety technology (LST) 
 Construction supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) – electrical engineering 
 Construction Supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) – Telecommunications 

 
Due to a restructuring of the product groups "Construction Supervision STE - Railway Technical 
Equipment (BÜB/FBÜ)" within the framework of the new training courses, the general 
designation "bahnt. equipment".  
If a prequalification has been issued under this general designation in the past, this 
prequalification will be transferred to the newly defined product groups on the basis of the 
personnel specified in the last application and their certificates of competency. 
 
Prequalification in the respective new product groups requires separate proof of the 
corresponding qualifications in your certificate of competency. Only after successful proof are 
the respective product groups prequalified.  
If you do not have an existing qualification at the time of the PQ certificate issued. After 
obtaining and entering in your certificate of competency, you can expand your supplier profile at 
any time and submit a new application.  
 

(2) Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
Among other things, companies will only be prequalified if they can prove that at least one 
railway construction supervisor (BÜB) or specialist construction supervisor (FBÜ) with 
appropriate functional training can be proven for the requested product group. This requires 
a current, fully maintained certificate of competency, which is issued by the Construction 
Supervision Department.  

• If there is no valid and fully completed certificate of competency for the requested 
product group at the time of applying for a prequalification, the procedure will be 
cancelled with immediate effect. Processing times on the part of the responsible 
department are not taken into account. A properly submitted certificate of 
competency is a mandatory prerequisite for the implementation of the procedure. 
 

• Before submitting an application, it must be ensured that all construction supervision 
personnel have entered the resignation of the previous employer in the certificate of 
competency and have reported it to the specialist office in the original. If this is not 
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the case, the application will be cancelled.  
 

• The parallel granting of pre-qualifications by stating identical personal details in different 
companies is not permitted. A construction supervisor can only be either employed by a 
company or self-employed.  
(3) Persons are recognised as construction supervisors for railways (BÜB) or specialist 

construction supervisors (FBÜ) by the specialist office for construction supervision for 
whom it is proven that these  
a) meet the requirements of § 6 (2) or (3) of the VV Bau (Vers. 2019-I) or § 14 (2) of 

the VV Bau-STE (Vers. 5.1) of the Federal Railway Authority (EBA)  
b) are in possession of a valid and up-to-date certificate of competency for the 

Railway Construction Supervisor (BÜB) or Specialist Construction Supervisor 
(FBÜ) in accordance with RIL 809 of DB InfraGO AG. 

c) according to the product group applied for, subject-related functional training in 
accordance with the current guidelines of DB InfraGO AG 

 Construction Supervisor Railway Superstructure/KIB (BÜB Oberbau/KIB) 
– Structural Engineering, Superstructure  
Functional training according to RIL 046.2753 

 Construction Supervisor Railway Superstructure (BÜB Superstructure) – 
Superstructure  
Functional training according to RIL 046.2752 

 Construction Supervisor Railway KIB (BÜB KIB) – Structural Engineering 
Functional training according to RIL 046. 2756 

 Specialist Construction Supervisor Track (FBÜ) – Track Level Crossings 
Functional training according to RIL 046.2752  

 Specialist Construction Supervisor KIB (FBÜ KIB) – Structural 
Engineering 
Functional training according to RIL 046. 2756 

 Construction supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) – control and safety technology (LST) 
Functional training according to RIL 046.2751 

 Construction Supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) Electrical Engineering 
Functional training according to RIL 046.2757 

 Construction Supervisor (BÜB/FBÜ) – Telecommunications 
Functional training according to RIL 046.2758 

 
In this procedure, the qualifications "Construction Supervisor Railway" or "Specialist 
Construction Supervisor", "E for Overhead Line Systems", "E for 50 Hz Systems" and "E for 
Traction Power Supply Systems" are equivalent to the function "Construction Supervisor 
Railway Electrical Engineering" or "Specialist Construction Supervisor Electrical 
Engineering". 

 
 RIL 046.2758 on "Railway Telecommunications Construction Supervisor" or 

"Telecommunications Construction Supervisor" 
or their predecessor training courses by an approved training provider (z.B. DB 
Training, VDEF) and who can prove regular further training in accordance with RIL 
046.2002 in accordance with the applicable regulations of DB InfraGO AG. 
Alternatively, the certificate of recognition for former employees of DB/DR/DB AG in 
accordance with RIL 046.275 including proven regular further training in accordance 
with RIL 046.2002 (FIT) shall be considered as proof of training as a construction 
supervisor. 
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(4) To prove (2) and (3), the applicant must submit a copy of the certificate(s) of the 

competency certificate(s) for the specified construction supervisor(s) at the request of 
the prequalifying body. 
 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Stage 2: 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 
The submission of references described in Section 3.2.2 Stage 2 of the "Rules of Procedure" 
is carried out via the PQ system.  

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 

 Companies that have a prequalification with conditions can apply for the addition of product 
groups at any time. Upon successful completion, you will receive a further prequalification 
with conditions for these product groups. 

D Supplementary notes to point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure",Granting of a 
prequalification "subject to conditions": 
All companies that apply for prequalification in the construction supervision category and do 
not yet have a valid prequalification in the requested product group will receive a 
prequalification "with conditions" after successfully completing the procedure. 
In addition, if the applicant clearly identifies the causation of an operationally relevant event, 
the existing prequalification can be changed to a prequalification "with conditions". 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. In addition to the successful presentation of evidence in stages 1 
and 2 of the procedure, the following applies, in derogation from section 3.5.2: 
(1) In order to replace the prequalification "with conditions", at least 2 references must be 

submitted by the applicant as evidence of the assessment of his or her expertise in the 
respective product group in accordance with point 6 letter A (1). 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 
There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.9 Planning of electrotechnical systems 

Prequalified companies are obliged to purchase the current guidelines, directives and 
associated drawings necessary for the planning of electrotechnical systems at the latest when 
placing an order.  
The guidelines and instructions can be ordered via the following LINK: 
http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/ 
 
The subscription work can be ordered via: Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com  
The drawing work may only be used for one's own and project-related purposes and may not be 
made accessible to third parties. 

 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  

Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 

Among other things, companies are only prequalified if, at the time of application, at least 
two employees with at least three years of professional experience as planners in the 
requested product group (product/service) are permanently employed in the company.  

They must have the academic degree of Diplom-Ingenieur, Master's, Bachelor's degree in 
electrical engineering/Bachelor's degree in industrial engineering or an equivalent degree 
and an employee must have the technical and supervisory responsibility of the applicant 
company as a responsible electrician in accordance with DIN 1000-10. 

Upon request by the pre-qualifying body, the minimum personnel requirements and the 
above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

The professional experience of the planners is checked with the references to be submitted 
when they pass stage 2.  

B Additional notes to Section 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References: 

The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company, 
it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who meet 
comparable requirements. 

The category "Planning of electrotechnical systems" is divided into two product groups 
(product/service): 

  

http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/
mailto:Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com
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Product group (product/service) 

 Design of electrical power plants   Planning of electric point heating 
systems 

The following planning services must 
be proven in the submitted references 
for this product group: 
 

 a lighting system or emergency 
lighting system  

and 

 a low-voltage distribution system or 
emergency power supply system  

The planning services must have been 
provided in passenger transport 
facilities or track-related facilities of DB 
AG. 

The following planning services must 
be proven in the submitted references 
for this product group: 

 

 two references must be submitted, 
each of which includes the planning 
of at least two heated points . 

 

 

(1) The prequalification is pronounced for the respective product group (product/service). 

(2) References for completed in-house work (critical tasks) of at least service phases 3 
(draft planning) or 5 (implementation planning) must be submitted for review. The 
prequalification applies in its entirety across all service phases. The focus of the audit 
is on the completed HOAI service phases 3 and 5. 

(3) In addition, the following documents are required for each reference: 

- Explanatory report 
- Plan list according to VV BAU-STE with signature at AP or comparable 
- Site plan 
- Schematic 
- Overview Schematic  
- Lighting calculation 
- Plan review report according to VV BAU-STE AP or fully signed verification 

document guideline 809.1000 or 813.440 (EP) 

(4) Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include 
self-contained partial services including a plan review report are permitted. 

(5) The type and extent of the applicant's own work (critical tasks) (also as a consortium 
partner) must be plausibly proven in 2 references per product group.  

(6) The references must have been prepared or checked by the employees whose 
minimum personnel requirements have been proven in accordance with letter A.  

(7) All drawings, descriptions and supplementary documents to the references must be 
marked numerically and consecutively without any doubt. The personnel assignment of 
the employees named under A to the references must be demonstrably ensured. 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 
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The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 

If an applicant is unable to provide proof of references for the contracting authority Deutsche 
Bahn AG in stage 2 of the procedure, it is possible to obtain a prequalification "with 
conditions" under the following conditions. The following options exist with regard to the 
proof of references: 

Case 1:  Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 

References must be submitted that the specialist and management staff have 
carried out at previous employers. On the basis of at least two personal references 
(1 per planner), the requirements of the requested product group must be proven. 
The appropriate qualification of the specialist and management staff and their 
responsible participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven. 

 

Case 2:   Companies that have references that are comparable to projects of the DB Group 
due to the technical requirements and the operational boundary conditions, but 
have not been carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction 
authorities, private railways). 

These companies submit at least two references (1 per planner) for the product 
group applied for. The references must demonstrate the requirements of the 
product group applied for and the comparability of the references with DB Group 
projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

The prequalification is replaced with conditions by means of references from the period of 
validity of the prequalification that were provided for a DB Group company. 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

 

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
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 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 
of DB AG and 

 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure",Extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.10 Planning of overhead line systems standard 

Prequalified companies are obliged to purchase the current guidelines, directives and the Ebs 
drawing work necessary for the planning of the overhead line systems at the latest when an 
order is placed. 
The guidelines and instructions can be ordered via the following LINK: 
http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/ 
 
The subscription work can be ordered via: Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com  
The drawing work may only be used for one's own and project-related purposes and may not be 
made accessible to third parties. 

A Additional information on Section 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions: 

Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 

Among other things, companies are only prequalified if at least one employee with at least 
three years of professional experience as a planner in the requested product group 
(product/service) is permanently employed in the company at the time of application.  

This must have the academic degree of Diplom-Ingenieur, Bachelor's, Master's or an 
equivalentdegree. 

In any case, the performance requires a quality inspector in addition to the planner. This 
quality inspector must meet the minimum requirements in terms of professional 
experience and qualifications as the designer to be appointed in the previous paragraph. If 
the applicant does not have its own staff, it must prove the suitability of an external quality 
inspector with its range of services. Upon request by the pre-qualifying body, the minimum 
personnel requirements and the above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

The professional experience of the planners is checked with the references to be 
submitted when they pass stage 2. 

B Supplementary notes to point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 
2/References:  

The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group 
company, it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who 
meet comparable requirements. 

(1) The category "Planning overhead line systems" comprises only the product group 
(product/service)  
 Planning of overhead line systems standard 

The planning of high-performance or conductor rail overhead line systems is not the 
subject of this qualification system. 

(2) References for completed in-house work (critical tasks) of at least service phases 3 
(draft planning) or 5 (implementation planning) must be submitted for review. 
The prequalification applies in its entirety across all service phases. The focus of the 
audit is on the completed HOAI service phases 3 and 5. 
 

(3) Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include 
self-contained partial services including a plan review report are permitted.  

http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/
mailto:Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com
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(4) At least two completed references for the specified period must be submitted.  

 
(5) The references must have been prepared or checked by the employees whose 

minimum personnel requirements have been proven in accordance with letter A.  
 

(6) The type and extent of the applicant's own contribution (critical tasks) (also as a 
consortium partner) must be plausibly proven in addition to the references.  

 
(7) The following test focuses/minimum requirements apply to the references to be 

submitted. These critical tasks (main services) must be proven as personal 
contribution: 
In the references, proof must be provided of the planning of at least 1 km of track with 
the following services:  
 Foundations  
 Mast erection 
 Chain Plants  
 Grounding 

 
(8) All plan review reports, drawings, descriptions and supplementary documents to the 

references must be marked numerically and consecutively without any doubt. The 
personnel assignment of the employees named under A to the references must be 
demonstrably ensured. 
 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions":  

If an applicant is unable to provide proof of references for the contracting authority 
Deutsche Bahn AG in stage 2 of the procedure, it is possible to obtain a prequalification 
"with conditions" under the following conditions. The following options exist with regard 
to the proof of references: 

Case 1:  Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 

References must be submitted that the specialist and management staff have 
carried out at previous employers. On the basis of at least two personal 
references (1 per planner), the requirements of the requested product group must 
be proven.  

The appropriate qualification of the specialist and management staff and their 
responsible participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven. 

 

Case 2:   Companies that have references that are comparable to projects of the DB Group 
due to the technical requirements and the operational boundary conditions, but 
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have not been carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction 
authorities, private railways). 

These companies submit at least two references (1 per planner) for the product 
group applied for. The references must demonstrate the requirements of the 
product group applied for and the comparability of the references with DB Group 
projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of 
the prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

The prequalification is replaced with conditions by means of references from the period of 
validity of the prequalification that were provided for a DB Group company. 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted 
in accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in 

tenders of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

 
G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 

existing prequalification:  

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.11 Construction of overhead line systems 

Prequalified companies are obliged to acquire the current guidelines, instructions and the Ebs 
drawing system necessary for the construction of the overhead line systems at the latest when 
an order is placed.  
The guidelines and instructions can be ordered via the following LINK: 
http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/ 
 
The subscription work can be ordered via: Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com   
The drawing work may only be used for one's own and project-related purposes and may not be 
made accessible to third parties.  
 
A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 

Questions: 
Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
Among other things, companies are only prequalified if, at the time of application,  a 
responsible electrician (VEfk) and an employee with the qualification, technician, master's 
degree, graduate engineer, or bachelor's degree in a technical field or an equivalent 
degree, each with at least 3 years of professional experience, are permanently employed in 
the company. Upon request by the prequalifying body, the minimum personnel 
requirements and the above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

B Additional notes to Section 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Level 2/References: 

The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company, 
it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who meet 
comparable requirements. 

In the category  of catenary systems, prequalification is granted for the following product 
group (product/service):  
 Overhead line systems standard 
 Overhead line systems overhead conductor rail (DSS) 

(1) The prequalification is pronounced for the respective product group (product/service). 
 

(2) For each product group applied for, 2 references must be submitted that meet the test 
focuses/minimum requirements. 
 

(3) Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include 
self-contained partial services are permitted. 
  

(4) The type and extent of the applicant's own contribution (critical tasks) (also as a 
consortium partner) must be plausibly proven in addition to the references. 
 

(5) The following test focuses/minimum requirements apply to the references to be 
submitted. These critical tasks (main services) must be proven as personal contribution: 
The references must prove the construction of at least 1 km of track with the following 
services. 
 Foundations  

http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/
mailto:Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com
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 Mast erection 
 Overhead line installation 
 Grounding 

C Additional information to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure", addition of 
prequalifications in a category:  
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on Section 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 
If an applicant is unable to provide proof of a reference for the contracting authority 
Deutsche Bahn AG in stage 2 of the procedure to be submitted, it is possible to obtain a 
prequalification "with conditions".  The following options exist with regard to the proof of 
references: 
Case 1:  Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 

References are permitted that the specialist and management staff have carried out 
at previous employers. The requirements of the requested product group must be 
proven on the basis of at least two personal references. The appropriate 
qualification of the specialist and management staff and their responsible 
participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven.  

Case 2: Companies that have references that are comparable to DB Group projects due to 
the technical requirements and operational boundary conditions, but were not 
carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction authorities, private 
railways)  
These companies submit at least two references for the product group applied for. 
The references must demonstrate the requirements of the product group applied for 
and the comparability of the references with DB Group projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
By way of derogation from point 6.12 letter B, the following applies: 
At least one (1) reference must be submitted for each product group requested. 
The replacement of the prequalification with conditions is based on references from the 
period of validity of the prequalification that were provided in a direct contract for a DB 
Group company. 

 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 
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As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification: 
There are no plans to expand this category.  
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6.12 Traction power lines new construction and conversion 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions: 
Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
Among other things, companies are only prequalified if, at the time of application, a 
responsible electrician (VEfk) and an employee with the qualification of technician, 
master's, graduate engineer or bachelor's degree in a technical field or an equivalent 
degree, each with at least 3 years of professional experience, are permanently employed in 
the company. Ein the installer directory of a supply network operator must be proven. 
Upon request by the pre-qualifying body, the minimum personnel requirements and the 
above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

B Additional notes to Section 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Level 2/References: 
The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company, 
it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who meet 
comparable requirements. 

In the category of new and converted traction power lines, prequalification is granted for the 
following product group (product/service):  

 Traction power lines (new construction, conversion, investment) 
The following test focuses/minimum requirements apply to the references to be submitted. 
These critical tasks (main services) must be proven as personal contribution: 

 Structural Implementation Planning 
 Coordination of construction process 
 Self-monitoring of execution 
 Foundations  
 Mast poles 
 Wire rope hoist 
 Audit documents 

For a prequalification of traction power lines, new construction and conversion, at least two 
(2) submitted references must include the construction of at least 10 route kilometres of 
track length. 
Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include self-
contained partial services are permitted. The type and extent of the applicant's own 
contribution (critical tasks) (also as a consortium partner) must be plausibly proven in 
addition to the references.  

C Additional information to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure", addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on Section 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure",  
Requalification of an existing prequalification:  
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
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E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 
If an applicant is unable to provide proof of a reference for the contracting authority 
Deutsche Bahn AG in stage 2 of the procedure to be submitted, it is possible to obtain a 
prequalification "with conditions".  The following options exist with regard to the proof of 
references: 
Case 1:  Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 

References are permitted that the specialist and management staff have carried out 
at previous employers. The requirements of the requested product group must be 
proven on the basis of at least two personal references. The appropriate 
qualification of the specialist and management staff and their responsible 
participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven.  

Case 2:  Companies that have references that are comparable to projects of the DB Group 
due to the technical requirements and operational conditions, but have not been 
carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction authorities, private 
railways)  
These companies submit at least two references for the product group applied for. 
The references must demonstrate the requirements of the product group applied for 
and the comparability of the references with DB Group projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 
The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification:  
There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.13 Point heating installation 

Prequalified companies are obliged to purchase the current guidelines, instructions and the 
drawing set necessary for the installation of electric point heating systems at the latest when 
placing an order.  
The guidelines and instructions can be ordered via the following LINK: 
http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/ 
 
The subscription work can be ordered via: Regelzeichnungen@deutschebahn.com   
The drawing work may only be used for one's own and project-related purposes and may not be 
made accessible to third parties.   
 

A Additional information on Section 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions: 

Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
 
Among other things, companies will only be prequalified if, at the time of application, 

• can prove that a responsible electrician (VEfk) with at least three years of 
professional experience in electrical engineering professions  is permanently 
employed in the company. 

• an entry in the installers' directory of the supply network operator can be proven. 
Upon request by the prequalifying body, the minimum personnel requirements and the 
above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

B Supplementary notes to point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References:  

The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. Preference should be given to projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group. If 
references that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company cannot be 
submitted, it is generally possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn 
AG who meet comparable requirements. 
The category of point heaters is divided into the following product groups (product/service):  
 Electric point heating system low voltage 
 Electric point heating system medium and low voltage 

The prequalification is pronounced for the respective product group (product/service). 
In the case of prequalification, the product group "Electric point heating system medium and 
low voltage" includes the product group "Electric point heating system low voltage". 
The following test priorities/minimum requirements (critical tasks) apply to the references to 
be submitted, which must be proven as personal contribution: 
 Cable construction/cable distributor 
 Grounding (sidings) 
 Switch equipment/heating device 
 Connection control and regulation, weather sensors 
 Connection 15 kV to station (cable termination) 

At least 1 reference must be submitted for each product group applied for  . For 
prequalification in the respective product group, at least one submitted reference must 
include the installation of at least two heated points. 
Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include self-
contained partial services including a test report are permitted  

http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/
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. The nature and extent of the applicant's own contribution (also as a consortium partner) 
must be plausibly proven in the references.  

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions":  

If an applicant is unable to provide proof of a reference for the contracting authority 
Deutsche Bahn AG in stage 2 of the procedure to be submitted, it is possible to obtain a 
prequalification "with conditions".  The following options exist with regard to the proof of 
references: 
Case 1:  Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 

References are permitted that the specialist and management staff have carried out 
at previous employers. The requirements of the requested product group must be 
proven on the basis of at least two personal references. The appropriate 
qualification of the specialist and management staff and their responsible 
participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven.  

Case 2:  Companies that have references that are comparable to projects of the DB Group 
due to the technical requirements and operational conditions, but have not been 
carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction authorities, private 
railways)  
These companies submit at least two references for the product group applied for. 
The references must demonstrate the requirements of the product group applied for 
and the comparability of the references with DB Group projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 
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As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification:  

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.14 Traction power supply systems for direct current -S-Bahn 

For the construction of S-Bahn power systems in Berlin and Hamburg, special rules and 
regulations of DB InfraGO AG and DB Energie GmbH must be observed and applied. 
At the time the order is executed, the most up-to-date version of the rules and regulations must 
be applied. 
 
The guidelines and instructions can be ordered via the following LINK: 
http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/ 
 
A Additional information on Section 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 

Questions: 

Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 
 
Among other things, companies will only be prequalified if, at the time of application, they 
can be proven to be in the category applied for:  

• a responsible electrician (VEfk) in accordance with DIN 1000-10 and  
• a graduate engineer, bachelor's or master's degree in electrical engineering or 

equivalent  
are permanently employed in the company with at least three years of professional 
experience in the electrical engineering sector.  
 
Upon request by the prequalifying body, the minimum personnel requirements and the 
above-mentioned training must be substantiated. 

B Supplementary notes to point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References:  

The indications under point A of these Special Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. Preference should be given to projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group. If 
references that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group company cannot be 
submitted, it is generally possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn 
AG who meet comparable requirements. 
The category DC-S traction power systems is divided into the following product groups 
(product/service):  
 S-Bahn Bln conductor rail 750 V  

 S-Bahn Hmb conductor rail 1200 V  

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb Return Conductor Systems 750V/1200V Cable Systems 

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb catenary switch/protection device  

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb Kabeltiefbau  

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb 30 KV/25 KV cable systems 

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb Final installations DC substations/ GW 

 S-Bahn Bln Hmb Final installations switching/coupling points 

 

At least 1 reference must be submitted for each product group applied for. 
 
Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include self-
contained partial services including a test report are permitted. The type and extent of the 

http://mediendienste.extranet.deutschebahn.com/
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applicant's own contribution (critical tasks) (also as a consortium partner) must be plausibly 
proven in addition to the references. 
 
For prequalification in the busbar product groups, the submitted reference must include the 
dismantling and assembly of a length of at least 200 m. 
 

This service must include: 
 a gap in the busbar or 
 a change of conductor rail or 
 a switch. 

 

For prequalification in the product group S-Bahn Bln Hmb catenary switchgear/protective 
equipment, at least one submitted reference must include the installation of the following 
services: 

 Switchgear including return conductor, supply cable, auxiliary power supply, control 
cable 

C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure",Requalification of an 
existing prequalification:   

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions":  

If an applicant is unable to provide proof of references for the client Deutsche Bahn AG in 
stage 2 of the procedure, it is possible to obtain a prequalification "with conditions".  The 
following options exist with regard to the proof of references: 

Case 1: Companies that have personal references for the client DB AG 
References are permitted that the specialist and management staff have carried 
out at previous employers. The requirements of the requested product group must 
be proven on the basis of at least two personal references. The appropriate 
qualification of the specialist and management staff and their responsible 
participation in the realisation of the references must also be proven.  

Case 2: Companies that have references that are comparable to DB Group projects due 
to the technical requirements and operational boundary conditions, but were not 
carried out within the DB Group area (e.g. for road construction authorities, private 
railways)  
These companies submit at least two references for the product group applied for. 
The references must demonstrate the requirements of the product group applied 
for and the comparability of the references with DB Group projects. 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
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F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed. 

 
As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 

G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure", extension of an 
existing prequalification:  

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.15 Planning of control and safety technology 

A Additional information on point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 1/Basic 
Questions:  

Minimum personnel requirements for the applicant company: 

Among other things, companies are only prequalified if at the time of application there are 
at least two permanent employees with at least three years of professional experience in 
the field of LST planning. They must have the academic degree of Diplom-Ingenieur, 
Bachelor's, Master's or an equivalent degree in the field of control and safety technology or 
electrical engineering or, alternatively, the successful completion of a state-certified or 
recognised technician or certified industrial foreman in the fields of LST, electrical or 
communications engineering or related disciplines and at least 3 years of professional 
experience in the maintenance or installation of LST systems . 

The successfully completed functional training as a specialist planner for control and safety 
technology is also recognised as proof of the minimum personnel requirement. 

The professional experience of the employees is checked when they pass stage 2 via the 
references to be submitted. Appropriate evidence must be submitted here. 

B Additional notes to Section 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", Level 2/References: 

The indications referred to in point A of these special rules of procedure shall apply 
mutatis mutandis. 

Projects carried out on behalf of the DB Group must be submitted as references. If no 
references can be submitted that have been carried out on behalf of a DB Group 
company, it is possible to submit references from clients outside Deutsche Bahn AG who 
meet comparable requirements. 

(1) At least three references from completed projects in service phases 3 (Draft Planning 
(EP) or 5 (Implementation Planning (AP)) must be plausibly proven. At least one 
reference must contain an implementation plan for service phase 5 (plan part 1). The 
prequalification applies in its entirety across all service phases. The focus of the audit 
is on the completed HOAI service phases 3 and 5. 
 

(2) Only references from projects that have been completed in the last 5 years or include 
self-contained partial services including a plan review report are permitted.  
 

(3) The references must have been prepared or checked by the employees whose 
minimum personnel requirements have been proven in accordance with letter A. 
 

(4) In addition, the following documents are required for each reference: 
- Explanatory report (EP/AP) 
- Planning list according to VV BAU-STE with signature at AP 
- Signalling overview plan (EP/AP) 
- Excerpt from the safety site plan (EP if available / AP) 
- Excerpt from signal table AP 
- Excerpt from cable overview AP 
- Plan review report according to VV BAU-STE AP 

 
(5) All of the above-mentioned documents must be designated in such a way that they 

can be assigned to the respective references without any doubt. The personnel 
assignment of the employees named under A to the references must be 
demonstrably ensured. 
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C Supplementary notes to point 3.3 of the "Rules of Procedure",Addition of 
prequalifications in a category: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

D Additional information on point 3.4 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Requalification of an existing prequalification: 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 

E Additional information on point 3.5.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", granting of a 
prequalification "with conditions": 

If an applicant is unable to submit his or her own references for the client Deutsche Bahn 
AG in stage 2 of the procedure, it is possible to submit personal or technically comparable 
references in the following cases and thus obtain a prequalification "with conditions". The 
instructions according to letters A and B apply accordingly.  

Case 1:  Personal references  

References must be submitted that employees have carried out for the client DB 
AG at previous employers. For the provision of the services listed under pt. 6.15 B 
(4), the applicant is responsible. 

Case 2:   Companies that have references that are comparable to DB Group projects due to 
the technical requirements and operational boundary conditions, but were not 
carried out within the DB Group area. The content of the planning documents 
should comply with the requirements set out in point 6.15 B (4) (comparable rules 
and regulations).  

F Additional information on point 3.5.2 of the "Rules of Procedure",Replacement of the 
prequalification "with conditions": 

The indications referred to in points A and B of these Special Rules of Procedure shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 
By way of derogation from Section 6.15 (B): 
At least one (1) reference must be submitted for each product group requested. 
The prequalification is replaced with conditions by means of references from the period of 
validity of the prequalification that were provided for a DB Group company. 

Extension of prequalification subject to conditions 

If no references can be submitted in accordance with Section 3.5.2, the prequalification 
"with conditions" can be extended once for a further two (2) years. In principle, an 
application for the replacement of the prequalification "with conditions" must be submitted in 
accordance with Section 3.5.2 (3). The procedure must be successfully completed.  

As an alternative to the references according to Section 3.5.2, the applicant must provide 
evidence: 
 that he is currently carrying out reference projects for DB AG, but these have not yet 

been completed, or 
 that during the period of his prequalification he participated "with conditions" in tenders 

of DB AG and 
 that he has performed in the existing category. 
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G Additional information on point 3.6 of the "Rules of Procedure",Extension of an 
existing prequalification: 

There are no plans to expand this category. 
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6.16 DSTW (Digital Interlocking) 

Due to the standard interfaces, a tender can be divided into corresponding lots. Therefore, 
prequalification is possible for each lot separately. The applicant is free to prequalify for one, 
several or even all lots. The evaluation is carried out by lot, so the prequalification is also carried 
out by lot. This also applies to partial lots (2a, 2b, etc.). The number of selected lots has no 
significance for the evaluation. 
A Additional notes to point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 

Level 1/Basic Questions:  
The procedural rules of section 3.2.1 apply. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Stage 2: 
Rating system: 
 The general part of the level 2 questionnaire must be passed in any case. 
 The threshold for passing the general part depends on the chosen lot. 
 There is a separate point evaluation for each individual lot, independent of the other 

lots, so pre-qualification is possible for each individual lot 

Please note that prequalification does not replace a Q rating. A Q rating with the result Q1 
supplier is required before the contract is awarded. This means that, in principle, only a 
"PQ, if Q1 rating" is issued. 

Supplement to the regulation point 3.2.2 paragraph 3: 

If acceptance has not yet taken place, a PQ with conditions is usually carried out, provided 
that the reference is suitable for this. 

Supplement to the regulation section 3.3 paragraph 2: 

This only applies to the PQ DSTW if a requirement results on the basis of the information 
provided in the Level 1 questionnaire. If there is a desire to add a lot, stage 1 must first be 
applied for again. 

Addition to the regulation section 3.4 paragraph 1: 

In the context of the PQ DSTW, this means that the questionnaire of level 1 including 
number 5 must be completed in full for requalification. The prerequisite for requalification 
via questionnaire level 1 (section 5 therein) is that no significant technical product 
adjustments have been made. 

Regulation Section 3.5 - PQ with conditions: 

If the applicant does not provide evidence of DB-approved products in accordance with the 
requirement specification(s) for the lot to be qualified, then in principle a PQ with conditions 
will be issued when the threshold values are reached. Only upon presentation of the 
approval (e.g. NTZ approval, EIGV depending on the agreement with the NTZ office) will 
the PQ be issued without conditions. Please observe the deadlines in accordance with the 
procedural regulations (see in particular section 3.5.2 para. 4). 

One condition is, among other things, the preparation of a development plan by the 
applicant, which must be coordinated with DB InfraGO AG. The starting point of the 
development plan is the handover of the specifications by DB InfraGO AG to the applicant. 
When drawing up the development plan, it is recommended that the dates also be taken 
into account for the duration of the PQ, especially with regard to a PQ with conditions (see 
section 3.5). If the PQ is issued with conditions, the pre-qualified company is responsible for 
applying for DB competitions and obtaining orders/references. 

In deviation from Section 3.5.2 (4), further extensions of a PQ "with conditions" of 2 years 
each are possible in special circumstances. 



 

Deutsche Bahn AG  Date of creation: 20.01.2026  
Rules of procedure for the prequalification system  Valid from: 26.01.2026  
Responsible for the content:  Version: 32 
Procurement Infrastructure Prequalification                   Page 74 of 78 
  
  
  
  

6.17 BÜSA (Level Crossing Safety Systems) 

A Additional notes to point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 1/Basic Questions:  
The procedural rules of section 3.2.1 apply. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Stage 2: 
Please note that prequalification does not replace a Q rating. A Q rating with the result Q1 
supplier is required before the contract is awarded. This means that, in principle, only a 
"PQ, if Q1 rating" is issued. 

Supplement to the regulation point 3.2.2 paragraph 3: 

If acceptance has not yet taken place, a PQ with conditions is usually carried out, provided 
that the reference is suitable for this. 

Supplement to the regulation section 3.3 paragraph 2: 

This only applies to the PQ BÜSA if a requirement results on the basis of the information 
provided in the Level 1 questionnaire. If there is a desire to add a product group, level 1 
must first be applied for again. 

Addition to the regulation section 3.4 paragraph 1: 

In the context of the PQ BÜSA, this means that the questionnaire of level 1 including 
number 5 must be completed in full for requalification. The prerequisite for requalification 
via questionnaire level 1 (section 5 therein) is that no significant technical product 
adjustments have been made. 

Regulation Section 3.5 - PQ with conditions: 

If the applicant does not provide evidence of DB-approved products according to the 
requirement specification(s) for the lot/product to be qualified, then a PQ with conditions 
can be issued after conducting a supplier interview and agreeing on a development plan. 
Only upon presentation of the approval (e.g. NTZ approval, EIGV depending on the 
agreement with the NTZ office) will the PQ be issued without conditions. Please observe 
the deadlines in accordance with the procedural regulations (see in particular section 3.5.2 
para. 4). 

Preparation of a development plan: To this end, the applicant must  approach DB InfraGO 
AG and seek a development plan. The starting point of the development plan is the 
handover of the specifications by DB InfraGO AG to the applicant. When drawing up the 
development plan, it is recommended that the dates also be taken into account for the 
duration of the PQ, especially with regard to a PQ with conditions (see section 3.5). If the 
PQ is issued with conditions, the pre-qualified company is responsible for applying for DB 
competitions and obtaining orders/references.  
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6.18 ESTW (Electronic Interlockings) 

A Additional notes to point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 1/Basic Questions:  
The procedural rules of section 3.2.1 apply. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Stage 2: 
Please note that prequalification does not replace a Q rating. A Q rating with the result Q1 
supplier is required before the contract is awarded. This means that, in principle, only a 
"PQ, if Q1 rating" is issued. 

Supplement to the regulation point 3.2.2 paragraph 3: 

If acceptance has not yet taken place, a PQ with conditions is usually carried out, provided 
that the reference is suitable for this. 

Supplement to the regulation section 3.3 paragraph 2: 

This only applies to the PQ ESTW if a requirement results on the basis of the information 
from the questionnaire of level 1. If there is a desire to add a product group, level 1 must 
first be applied for again. 

Addition to the regulation section 3.4 paragraph 1: 

In the context of the PQ ESTW, this means that the questionnaire of level 1 including 
number 5 must be completed in full for requalification. The prerequisite for requalification 
via questionnaire level 1 (section 5 therein) is that no significant technical product 
adjustments have been made. 

Regulation Section 3.5 - PQ with conditions: 

Interested companies have the opportunity to enter the market in the field of STE 
(signalling, telecommunications and electr. equipment) via the PQ DSTW. 
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6.19 ETCS L1LS & L2 (European Train Control System) 

A Additional notes to point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 1/Basic Questions:  
The procedural rules of section 3.2.1 apply. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Stage 2: 
Please note that prequalification does not replace a Q rating. A Q rating with the result Q1 
supplier is required before the contract is awarded. This means that, in principle, only a 
"PQ, if Q1 rating" is issued. 

Supplement to the regulation point 3.2.2 paragraph 3: 

If acceptance has not yet taken place, a PQ with conditions is usually carried out, provided 
that the reference is suitable for this. 

Supplement to the regulation section 3.3 paragraph 2: 

This only applies to the PQ ETCS if a requirement results from the information provided in 
the Stage 1 questionnaire. If there is a desire to add a product group (L1LS or L2), level 1 
must first be applied for again. 

Addition to the regulation section 3.4 paragraph 1: 

In the context of the PQ ETCS, this means that the questionnaire of level 1 including 
number 5 must be completed in full for requalification. The prerequisite for requalification 
via questionnaire level 1 (section 5 therein) is that no significant technical product 
adjustments have been made. 

Regulation Section 3.5 - PQ with conditions: 

If the applicant does not provide evidence of DB-approved products according to the 
requirement specification(s) for the lot/product to be qualified, then a PQ with conditions 
can be issued after conducting a supplier interview and agreeing on a development plan. 
Only upon presentation of the approval (e.g. NTZ approval, EIGV depending on the 
agreement with the NTZ office) will the PQ be issued without conditions. Please observe 
the deadlines in accordance with the procedural regulations (see in particular section 3.5.2 
para. 4). 

Preparation of a development plan: To this end, the applicant must approach DB InfraGO 
AG and seek a development plan. The starting point of the development plan is the 
handover of the specifications by DB InfraGO AG to the applicant. When drawing up the 
development plan, it is recommended that the dates also be taken into account for the 
duration of the PQ, especially with regard to a PQ with conditions (see section 3.5). If the 
PQ is issued with conditions, the pre-qualified company is responsible for applying for DB 
competitions and obtaining orders/references.  
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6.20 LST Accompanying Work  

A Additional notes to point 3.2.1 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Level 1/Basic Questions:  
The procedural rules of section 3.2.1 apply. 

B Additional information on point 3.2.2 of the "Rules of Procedure", 
Stage 2: 
Please note that prequalification does not replace a Q rating. A Q rating with the result Q1 
supplier is required before the contract is awarded. This means that, in principle, only a 
"PQ, if Q1 rating" is issued. 

Supplement to the regulation point 3.2.2 paragraph 3: 

If acceptance has not yet taken place, a PQ with conditions is usually carried out, provided 
that the reference is suitable for this. 

Supplement to the regulation section 3.3 paragraph 2: 

This only applies to the PQ LST accompanying work if a requirement results on the basis of 
the information from the questionnaire of level 1. If there is a desire to add a product group, 
level 1 must first be applied for again. 

Addition to the regulation section 3.4 paragraph 1: 

In the context of the PQ LST accompanying work, this means that the questionnaire of level 
1 including number 5 must be completed in full for the requalification. The prerequisite for 
requalification via questionnaire level 1 (section 5 therein) is that no significant technical 
product adjustments have been made. 

PQ with requirements: 

See regulations section 3.5. 
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