
 

Status as of 07/2025 

 

Deutsche Bahn is pursuing the goal of implementing sustainable packaging solutions that are both resource-
conserving and economically advantageous. To this end, requirements were developed on the basis of a detailed 
request for information and feedback from various market participants. These will update the existing requirements 
for packaging and shipping in all framework agreements for rolling stock parts from Q3 2025. This document is to 
be understood as information and does not constitute a contract text. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Information about Packaging Requirements for Suppliers of 
Rolling Stock Parts  
 

Suppliers of spare parts must fulfill the following minimum requirements for packaging and shipping no 
later than six months after conclusion of the contract: 
 

Packaging Minimization 

1. no packaging: Deliveries are made as far as possible without packaging or in original packaging from 
upstream stages of the value chain. 

2.  packaging size: packaging sizes are always adapted to the actual product size. 
 

Packaging Design 

3. Plug-in connections: packaging with plug-in connections is preferred to packaging with adhesive 
connections 

4. neutral packaging: packaging without printed color coatings (e.g. company logos) is used wherever 
possible 

5. filling materials: fiber-based filling materials are generally preferred to plastic-based ones 
 

Circularity 

6. monomaterials: only monomaterial packaging is used that can be proven to be at least 95% 
recyclable using standardized collection and recycling processes customary in the market  

7.  recycled content: for all primary and shipping packaging as well as padding, protective and filling 
materials, the recycled content is verifiably at least 50% for plastic-based materials and verifiably at 
least 70% for fiber-based materials 

8.  alternative fiber-based materials: can be used if they are proven to be of completely biological origin 
and completely biodegradable 

 

Other 

Reasonable efforts are made to oblige own business partners to comply with the aforementioned packaging 
requirements in the same way and to pass them on to their own business partners. In exceptional cases, 
e.g. if there are technical, logistical or quality assurance reasons, deviations from the aforementioned 
requirements may be permitted. In this case, DB must be informed by the supplier as soon as possible with 
a corresponding justification and, if necessary, corresponding evidence. 


